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ACADEMIC TRAINING  
 

1992 Ph.D. History, New York University, Ph.D. Major Field: American History  
(May 1992 New York University Graduate Student Valedictorian Speaker, Carnie 
Hall) 

Dissertation: "Creating a National Home: The Postwar Care of Union Veterans and 
the Beginnings of the Modern State in America" Committee: Thomas Bender, Chair 
Professor Susan Ware, Professor Daniel Walkowitz  
 
1977 B.A., History, The University of Texas at Austin  
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  
2004‐2013 Associate Professor of History, The University of Texas at San Antonio  
 
1997‐2004, Assistant Professor of History, The University of Texas at San Antonio 
 
1991-92, 1996‐1997, Lecturer on Social Studies, Harvard University Committee on 
Degrees in Social Studies  
 

1995‐1996 Visiting Professor of History, Tufts University Department of History 
 
Spring 1989, Lecturer, Princeton University Department of History  
 
 REFEREED PUBLICATIONS  
Books 
Creating a National Home: Culture, Politics and the Building of the 
Veterans' Welfare State, 18651900 (Harvard University Press, 1997),  
 
Los Algodones: War, Rebellion and Trade on the Trans-Mississippi – Mexican Frontier, 
1861- 1867 (Louisiana State University Press, forthcoming)  
 
Journal Articles 
“The North American Crisis of the 1860s,”Journal of the Civil War Era (September 
2012)  
 
"The Election of 1896 and the Restructuring of Civil War Memory," Civil War History 
(September 2003).  



Chapters in Books of Collected Essays  
"The Election of 1896 and the Restructuring of Civil War Memory," in The Memory of 
the Civil War in American Culture (University of North Carolina Press, 2004)  
 
SCHOLARLY PRESENTATIONS AND PAPERS  
 
Keynote Speaker, Symposium commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the National 
Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers.  (2015) 
 

“One War. The Civil War and French Intervention into Mexico in a Transnational 
Perspective.” Presented at the Houston Area Southern Historians (HASH), Rice 
University, April 14, 2009  
 

“Nuevo Leon and Texas during the French Intervention and the U.S. Civil War.” 
Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Texas State Historical Association, San 
Antonio, Texas, March 2007  
 

"Santos Benavides: Tejano Confederate." Presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
Organization of American Historians," Washington, D.C., April 2006  
 

"The Civil War Cotton Trade and the Economic Development of Houston." Presented 
at the Annual Meeting of the Texas State Historical Association, Austin, Texas, March 
5, 2004  
 

"Confederate Mexico: Rethinking the Boundaries of the U.S. Civil War." Presented at 
the Huntington Library Symposium, Crossing Boundaries: New Perspectives on Civil 
War Military and Cultural History, San Mateo, California, October 17, 2003 and at the 
Clements Center for Southwestern History, Southern Methodist University, 
September 17, 2003  
 

"Los Algodones: The Time of Cotton and Homefront Morale in the Confederate 
Trans‐Mississippi." Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Historical 
Association, Baltimore, Maryland, November 2002 and at a meeting of the Houston 
Area Southern Historians, Rice University, February 2003  
 

"Taking Care of Billy Yank: Veterans' Care in Gilded Age America." Presented at 
the Huntington Library Symposium, The U.S. Civil War in Public Memory, San Mateo, 
California, November 1999 and at the George and Ann Richards Civil War Era 
Center, Pennsylvania State University, University Park, Pennsylvania, January 2000  
 

Participant in the Roundtable, What Military and Cultural Historians Have to Say to 
Each Other, presented at the Annual Meeting of the Organization of American 
Historians, Toronto, Canada, April 1999  
 

"Repudiation, Anarchy and Financial Ruin!' Union Veterans, Populism, and the 
Election of 1896." Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Organization of American 
Historians, Chicago, Illinois, April 1996  



"'What a Monument it is!'" The National Home and the Experience of State in Gilded 
Age America. " Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Organization of American 
Historians, Anaheim, California, April 1993  
 

"Creating A National Home: The Postwar Care of War‐Disabled Union Veterans." 
Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Historical Association, Chicago, 
Illinois, December 1991  
 

"National Obligations and Domestic Designs: The Architecture of Civil War Veterans' 
Institutions." Presented at the Duquesne History Forum, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
October 1991  
 

Panel Commentator  
Commentator on the Panel, "Manless Women in the South, Confederate Dead in the 
North: the Civil War, the State, and Social Responsibility," at the Annual Meeting of 
the Southern Historian Association, Louisville,Kentucky, November 2000  
 

Commentator on Panel, "Taking Care of our Fighting Men: Soldiering and 
Citizenship in France and the United States, a Comparative Perspective," at the 
meeting of the European Social Science History Association, Amsterdam, April 2000  
 

NONREFEREED PUBLICATIONS 
Review of Salt Warriors: Insurgency on the Rio Grande, in the Journal of Southern 
History  
August 2009.  
Review of New Orleans and the Texas Revolution, in the Journal of Southern History, 
February 2006  
"Ambiguous Victory," review of After the Glory, The Struggles of Black Civil War 
Veterans by Donald Shaffer, in H‐CivilWar, November 2004  
"Revisiting the Mugwumps," review of Mugwumps: Public Moralists of the Gilded Age 
by David M. Tucker, in H‐List, September 1999  
"Victorian Vice: Anthony Comstock and Anti‐Pornography Laws in Gilded Age 
America," review of Imperiled Innocents by Nicola Beisel, in Reviews in American 
History (December 1998)  
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS  
Faculty, Gilder Lehrmann Summer Seminars for Teachers  
June 2004‐2006: "The Civil War in Global Context," New York University  
Faculty, Humanities Texas Summer Institute for Teachers  
June 2009: “The U.S. Constitution and American History” (UTSA) 
June 2010: “Shaping the American Republic to 1877” (UTSA, Texas A&M Laredo) 
January 2011: “The Making of Modern America” (Austin, Houston, San Antonio) June 
2011: “The Making of Modern America (UTSA)  
2013:  “Shaping the American Republic to 1877” 
 2013:  “America at War” 

 



HONORS, AWARDS, AND SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS  
Summer 2011: Participant, Hybrid Academy, UTSA, Summer 2011 
Spring 2010‐ Best Use of Audio Podcasts, awarded by UTSA Distance Learning  
 

FUNDED GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS  
2009 University of Texas at San Antonio, Faculty Development Leave 
Faculty, Primary Source Summer Institute, Boston, Massachusetts 
2003 American Council of Learned Societies, Charles A. Ryskamp Research 
Fellowship 
2003 Texas State Historical Society, John H. Jenkins Research Fellowship in Texas 
History 2002 University of Texas at San Antonio, Faculty Development Leave 
2001 National Endowment for the Humanities, Extending the Reach: Faculty 
Research Award 2001 University of Texas Faculty Research Award 
1999 Division of Behavioral and Cultural Studies Faculty Research Award 
1989 New York University, 1989‐1990, Dean's Dissertation Writing Fellowship 
Award  
THESES SUPERVISED  
Santiago Escobedo, “Emmanuel Domenech and the Forgotten History of Texas,” M.A. 
Thesis, UTSA, 2006.  
Sean O’Connell, “The Northern Reaction to Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation,” 
Honors Thesis, UTSA, April 2010.  
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE  
Peer Reviewer, National Historic Landmark nomination for the Central Branch, 
NHDVS/Dayton Veterans Administration Home in Dayton, Ohio. 
Local Resource Committee, 2011 Annual Meeting of the Organization of American 
Historians  
Evaluator, Faculty Research Awards, National Endowment for the Humanities 
Manuscript Reviewer, The University of Texas Press 
Article Referee, Journal of Civil War Era 
Article Referee, Journal of American History 
Article Referee, Civil War History  
Article Referee, Journal of Southern History  
 


