_~TheBlack vulture Site | Excavation Results from the Black Vulture Rock Shelter (41BN207), ~The Black Vulture Site
Originally tested by the Southern Texas Archaeologica 41BN207 minimally reflects Late Prehistoric (ca. 1500-1650

Association (STAA) in 2007- 2008, the site Is roughly 120 a La’[e T()yah OCCU pa’[i()n on the Edwards Plateau _ AD) use, with a small (perhaps 1?) number of occupations

meters from the Medina River in Bandera County. The . . . present. There is minimal evidence of earlier use. A limited

limestone dominated shelter is frequently wet, and runoff Raymond Mauldin, Leonard Kemp, Cynthia Munoz, Sarah Wigley, and Jason Perez range of material culture has been recovered. There are no

from above and a series of springs creates a fluctuating Center for Archaeological Research (CAR), Department of Anthropology, at UT San Antonio ceramics, and almost no formal tools other than 11 projectile

but consistent source of water. points. The faunal material is primarily bison, with ribs

accounting for almost all of the material. We have evidence

of three thermal features, and possibly one pit feature, all

within a roughly 10 cm range spread over a 16 m? area.

R s RGeS T R A e Fieldwork Is ongoing, and analysis has not begun. We hope

o S - AR T T AR e S T SRR T i el e s to acquire more dates, including direct dates on the bison,
e TR R e B e &, N s and look in detail at the distribution of artifacts and features.

~ Flood Deposits

x AR,

ST D P
I""'\," e ,uf};:'{./y N

o i 3- "

: >

A »,.o.:.
P T sl

S fla o S
\ Al I S o

Excavati s Y = M ! OuCalvd.2.4 Bronk Rarsey {2013} 5, INCA13 abresgheric aurve {Reimer #1381 2013)
Area s ST g ‘ ; Beta-246645 R_Date(320,40)
, s, Rt SNy , i 68.2% probability
1514 (53.4%) 1600calAD
1617 (14.8%) 1641calAD
Median 1562cal AD

Augers /
Shovel Tests

Radiocarbon determination (BP)

Shelter Floor

1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000

[ I [ [ I | [ [ I
985 990 995 1000 1005 1010 1015 1020 1025 Calibrated date {GE|AD’}

DxCal vl 2.4 Bronk Rarmsey (20131 r0; NICa1 3 aimaspheric oure (Reimer «1al 2013}

Bota-246644 R Dale(29040) peal e e Participants and Acknowledgements: In addition to the
e o authors, the following UTSA affiliated individuals gave up
vedan Toriealf® their weekends or otherwise supported this research. These

are Kristin Corl, Robert Hard, lan Bates, Melissa Eiring,

David Barron, Kelly Harris, Overton Lesley, Yongli Gao,

Laura Carbajal, and Clinton McKenzie- THANKS. The STAA

excavations were done by McKenzie and Joe Beavin.

thermal feature, several bison ribs, arrow points, and |
several hundred pieces of debitage concentrated primarily TR | L e | Thanks to Don Baker for allowing us to work at the site, and

In a single 10 cm level. CAR began excavation in 2014, B = e . ONUS T EEE S aRa ‘““k“‘ Cabrated cate (caIAD) to CAR-UTSA for their continued support.
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he STAA work, which consisted primarily of a 2 X 2 m
block excavated to roof fall/ bedrock (ca. 79 cm below
surface), recorded a substantial deposit, including a
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