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PROGRAM COURSEWORK
The Master of Arts (MA) degree in Art History provides students with the opportunity to gain an academic and theoretical foundation and to specialize in a range of historical and cultural arenas in the history of art. Students work closely with engaged faculty who specialize in Art of the Americas from ancient to the present, as well as Museum Studies. The program provides students with the opportunity to engage with diverse cultural histories, artists, artisans, patrons, institutions, methods, materials, styles, and critical, practical, and aesthetic considerations. Coursework provides instruction and development opportunities in traditional literary scholarship, hands-on investigations and fieldwork, cutting-edge digital research and presentation technologies, interdisciplinary analysis, critical thinking, writing, discussion, and exhibition practices. The degree is designed to prepare students for careers in museums, in public or private arts programs, as teachers at the community college level, in other arts-related careers, or to serve as a basis for pursuing a doctoral degree.
[bookmark: _Int_BdtSZfXb][bookmark: _Int_dKn3Ueak][bookmark: _Int_4oyTloRI]There are two options for this degree plan. Option 1 is the non-thesis track, which requires the successful completion of 36 hours of coursework with no thesis hours. All students accepted into the MA program follow the non-thesis track unless the student submits the Intent to Write a Thesis form at the end of the semester in which they complete 18 hours, which serves as their request to move to the thesis track. Option 2 is the thesis track, which requires the successful completion of 36 hours, including 30 hours of coursework and 6 hours of Master’s Thesis, and the submission of a committee-approved thesis. Students should only elect Option 2, the thesis track, upon consultation with the GAR and the faculty member who would chair the thesis committee. It requires the submission of the Intent to Write a Thesis form before finals in the semester of 18 hours completion and a Thesis Proposal before reaching 27 hours in the program. If these forms are not submitted and approved within the stated timeline, the student may request a one-semester extension. If the forms are not submitted and approved after the one-semester extension, the student will return to Option 1, the non-thesis track, to complete their degree.
Option 1 – Non-Thesis Track Coursework
All students begin in the Non-Thesis Track as they start the MA art history program.  In the first year of coursework, students need to successfully complete AHC 5123 Seminar in Research Methods and Writing (3 credit hours).  Twenty-one credit hours of art history electives may be distributed across topics listed in the UTSA Graduate Catalog. Only 6 hours total should be filled by internship, independent study, and/or practicum. In addition, 12 hours of free electives will make up the remainder of the total 36 hours required for the degree.  The 12 hours of free electives may come from supporting fields, such as history, anthropology, languages, studio arts, non-profit administration, etc. Up to 6 out of the 12 hours of free electives may be fulfilled with more art history courses.   
As the non-thesis track includes 12 hours of free electives, students can focus these courses into an emphasis area to facilitate their professional goals.  For example:
· For those with a career interest in museums, an internship paired with MSM (museum studies) and additional AHC (art history) courses may serve them well.  The Graduate Certificate in Public History may provide an additional credential in this area. 
· If arts management is a professional interest, then students may want to use their free electives to work toward a Non-Profit Administration and Leadership(PAD) graduate certificate (15 hours).  
· Additional classes in Anthropology (ANT) and History (HIS) can supplement the art historical areas around Pre-Columbian areas or other eras/cultures.
· For those with undergraduate experience in studio arts and an interest in contemporary art practice, they may want to take graduate level studio courses (ART) to facilitate material and/or process experimentation. 
· For students with a focus on Latin American art history, a concurrent pursuit of a Graduate Certificate in Latin American Studies (LAS) may be appropriate.  
· English (ENG) courses focused on specific cultural communities and/or time periods may inform a cultural focus within art history as well. 
· For those interested in critical theory, a curated set of courses across art history (AHC), English (ENG), and philosophy (PHI) may serve well. 
· A thematic focus, such as women and gender studies, 19th-century studies, film and music studies, may be curated from across disciplines in COLFA.
Students can essentially design or tailor their program through a careful selection of courses – both required and elective. Students are encouraged to pursue a purposeful set of elective courses in consultation with the GAR and/or mentor to facilitate career objectives. These conversations should happen early in the program, so students have time to pursue the courses and internships that interest them most. 
Option 2 – Thesis Track Coursework
Like the Non-Thesis Track, the Thesis Track also requires the successful completion of AHC 5123 Seminar in Research Methods and Writing (3 credit hours) in the first year of coursework, and 21 credit hours of art history electives distributed across topics listed in the UTSA Graduate Catalog. Only 6 hours total should be filled by internship, independent study, and/or practicum.  Students in the Thesis Track have only 6 credit hours of free electives, and these credit hours must come from supporting fields outside of art history, such as history, anthropology, languages, studio arts, etc.
Six hours of AHC 6983 Master’s Thesis fill in the remaining hours to reach the 36 hours total needed for the degree. Students must first complete Parts 1 and 2 of the Comprehensive Exam to enroll in AHC 6983. 
Students may move into the Thesis Track by submitting an Intent to Write a Thesis form at the completion of 18 hours and a Thesis Proposal before completing 27 hours in the program.
Intent to Write a Thesis Form:  In addition to identifying a chair and committee members, this form requires a working title and 500-word abstract for the student’s thesis topic.  The abstract should be written in consultation with the faculty member who will chair the thesis committee and should describe a thesis/project that grows from experiences with scholarship in a graduate-level course. 
Students should submit the Intent to Write a Thesis Form to the GAR after garnering signatures from the chair and committee members.  The form should be submitted at the end of the semester in which the student completes 18 hours. This form must be submitted and approved before the student submits the Thesis Proposal. If the form is not submitted by the end of the semester in which the student completes 18 hours, the student remains in the Non-Thesis Track.

Thesis Proposal Form: After the Intent to Write a Thesis Form is submitted and accepted, the student should begin working on their Thesis Proposal.  The proposal should include a revised abstract, substantial literature review, and chapter outlines (approximately 7-10 pages). This should be guided by the committee chair. Students are encouraged to enroll in a course aligned with their thesis topic and with their thesis chair if offered between 18-27 hours of their program.  This should facilitate completion of the Thesis Proposal by expanding knowledge of scholarship in the field.
The Thesis Proposal Form should be submitted to all members of the thesis committee before midterms of the semester in which student completes 27 hours of coursework. This draft must be submitted and approved before the student can enroll in AHC 6983 Master’s Thesis. If all members of the committee approve the initial proposal, the student will register for thesis hours in the following semester.  If the initial proposal is not approved by all committee members, the student may make revisions and re-submit before the last day of classes in the same semester. If all committee members approve the revised proposal, the student may enroll in thesis hours in the following semester.  If all committee members do not approve the initial or revised proposal, the student will need to identify a different committee member, revise the proposal, or shift to the Non-Thesis Track and enroll in coursework for the following semester. 
Students may apply for a one-semester extension on either the Intent to Write a Thesis or the Thesis Proposal Forms.  No extensions beyond one semester will be accepted. 
Language Expectations
A language exam is no longer part of the MA Art History Program. However, students are expected to be able to conduct research in the language(s) required of the topic under consideration. It is recommended that students pursue language proficiency and understanding through outside study, foreign language courses, study abroad opportunities, and translation programs as appropriate for your research topics. This will be especially important for those students who chose to pursue the Thesis Track. Please keep in mind that foreign language proficiencies are often expected for those pursuing PhD programs in art history.  
MENTORING-REVIEWS 
Each academic year, MA students participate in two mentoring-review events.

In the fall semester, students participate in a review meeting with two Art History faculty members, and in the spring semester, students give a 10-to-15-minute research presentation to art history and art studio faculty and fellow MA graduate students.  
 
Fall 
In the fall semester review, students and faculty participate in meaningful conversations around students’ academic and professional goals and strategic ways to achieve them. This check-in review aims to promote a culture of mentorship in the Art History MA program. In October of the fall semester, students contact the GAR and a second art history faculty member of their choice and schedule a review meeting for November.  One week before the scheduled meeting, the student should email the following to both faculty members: 

· An updated CV 
· An updated Program of Study (forms found on the UTSA School of Art Forms webpage)
· A half-page document outlining their academic/ professional trajectory, including questions about how best to progress through the MA program and/or professional guidance (e.g., guidance on elective classes, discussions about TA I and/or TAII positions, plans for future course enrollment, recommendations on conferences and other professional opportunities, feedback on development of language skills, specific networking for research interests/activities, etc.) 

Meetings must occur before December 1. Recommendations from the faculty (as discussed in the meeting) will be summarized in written form, added to the document packet, and provided to students via email by December 15.  The GAR will archive all resulting documents.
 
Spring 
In the spring semester review, MA students present their graduate research in a semi-formal setting. This provides an opportunity for constructive and purposeful feedback from faculty and peers. The aim of this review is to promote collegiality and professionalism in the MA program and in the School of Art. This art history symposium-style event will take place in April and is open to all School of Art faculty and graduate students. Art history graduate students should prepare a 10-15 minute (5 pages) powerpoint presentation based on work from the previous or current semester. A 10-minute Q & A session will follow each presentation. You are encouraged to designate another graduate student to take notes for you during the Q & A session as you may get feedback that you want to refer to later.   

The presentations offer opportunities to practice and strengthen public speaking skills, refine and rethink your research, develop your research paper for submission to a professional conference, and professionally engage with School of Art faculty and fellow graduate students. In preparing for the presentation, it is recommended that students meet with the faculty member who assigned the paper originally, as they may have suggestions that will strengthen the presentation.

COMPREHENSIVE EXAM
All candidates for the Non-Thesis and Thesis Tracks must pass the Comprehensive Examination, a written exam taken after completion of 15 hours of AHC coursework. It is recommended to sit the exam after 15-18 hours completed in the program and to successfully complete both parts of the exam before progressing past 24 hours.  Satisfactory performance on the examination, as determined by the Graduate Program Committee, is required before students may enroll in AHC 6983 Master's Thesis. The Comprehensive Exam can only be attempted twice. If a student fails to pass on the second attempt, they are dismissed from the program.
Working as a Reader-Grader/TAI for undergraduate survey courses provides a good foundation for exam preparation. Many of the images on the master list of 228 images are covered in UTSA’s art history undergraduate survey courses.
In preparation for your exam, please contact the GAR for the list of images and the exam overview.  
The course entitled “Comprehensive Examination” (AHC 6961) is not required as long as the student is enrolled in other courses during the semester in which the exam is taken.  
The comprehensive exam can only be retaken once. The exam in its entirety or individual sections that were not passed can be retaken on the second attempt. Sections passed on the first attempt will not need to be retaken.  
The comprehensive exam is scheduled once per semester. In fall, it is scheduled for the last Friday in September. In spring, it is scheduled for the last Friday in February. Parts I and II are administered in person at a designated time and location. 
There are two parts to the Comprehensive Exam.
Part 1: Image identification
15 images, 5 minutes each
Identify artist (if known) or culture, title, medium, and approximate date. Then articulate a brief (2-3) sentence essay discussing the artwork’s significance within its genre, medium, stylistic category, historical period or geographical location, and/or cultural, religious, or political context. Two or three images from each of the fields listed below will be drawn from the 228-image list.
 
Time: 1 hour and 15 minutes
Part 2: Object Study
 Write a short one-to-two-page essay on one work of art (from a choice of two). This image will be drawn from a reduced 6-image list. In your essay, discuss the image’s historical significance, cultural context, iconography, sources, influences, and formal and stylistic analysis. Drawing from art historical literature and concepts presented in Research Methods and your subsequent courses, discuss methodology and historiography for the chosen work. Your essay should address the following questions: 1. What is represented? 2. How is it represented? 3. What function did it serve/why was it created? 4. What sources does it draw upon? 5. What is the work’s art historical significance and how is it innovative? 6. What is the artwork’s social, cultural, and historical context? 7. What has been the reception and interpretation of the artwork? (cite at least one scholarly source)
Should any of the former questions not be relevant to the object, you may state briefly why the question is not relevant. 
Time: 45 minutes. 



Images appearing on the exam will come from a list of 228 images. Art works on this list have been categorized in the following sub-sections:
1. Pre-Columbian America to Viceregal Latin America  
2. Ancient and Medieval Europe and the Near East  
3. Renaissance and Baroque Europe (including Mannerism and Rococo)  
4. Modern (1750-1960) Europe and the U.S.  
5. Contemporary (1960-present)  
6. Post-Independence to present Latin America  
 
You are expected to do your own research on these images. The following basic art history textbooks will assist you in your preparation:  
1. Marilyn Stokstad, Art History (Latest edition)  
2. Helen Gardner, Gardner’s Art Through the Ages: A Global History (Latest edition)  
2. Mary Ellen Miller, The Art of Mesoamerica from Olmec to Aztec (Latest Edition)  
3. Dawn Ades, Art in Latin America: The Modern Era 1820-1980, (1993)  
4. Jacqueline Barnitz and Patrick Frank, Twentieth Century Art of Latin America (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2015)  
5. Kelly Donahue-Wallace, Art and Architecture of Viceregal Latin America, 1521-1821 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2008)  
6. Rebecca Stone Miller. Art of the Andes. From Chavin to Inca (London: Thames and Hudson, Latest Edition)  
7. Ilona Katzew, Contested Visions in the Spanish Colonial World (Los Angeles: LACMA, 2011)  
8. Eleanor Heartney, Art and Today (London: Phaidon Press, 2008)  
Smarthistory and museum collections holding the objects (Metropolitan Museum of Art, etc.) also contain useful information for exam study and preparation.  Some museum collections are listed on the image list to help you identify the specific artwork and sources of information.
RESOURCES 
MA Office Space (4th floor ARTS building)
MA students have a shared designated office/working space with computers.  It’s a shared space with the MFA 2-D studios on the 4th floor of the Arts Building. The GAR will share the number code to this graduate student/faculty area at the beginning of the semester. 
Student Scholarships
Link to the University’s Scholarship Hub where students can apply for scholarships in early spring. Please apply every year by the Feb 1 deadline if enrolled in 6+ hours per semester or will be in your final semester.
https://onestop.utsa.edu/scholarships/hub/ 

Funding for Conference Presentations
The Graduate School offers professional development awards that provide support for students to attend major professional meetings at which they make a presentation (paper, poster, other appropriate form of presentation) based on their research or scholarly work. 
https://graduateschool.utsa.edu/tuition-funding/graduate-school-professional-development-awards/ 

Professional Development Workshops
The Graduate School offers online workshops and resources including c.v. and cover letter development and interview tips
https://graduateschool.utsa.edu/current-students/online-workshops/ 

Additional Graduate School Resources
https://graduateschool.utsa.edu/current-students/ 

Business Cards & Poster Printing
Request business cards through the grad-space page
https://graduateschool.utsa.edu/current-students/grad-space/ 
https://utsa.tfaforms.net/328 

Student Well-being
To make an appointment with a wellness 360 health provider or a counselor, visit https://www.utsa.edu/students/wellbeing/#_ga=2.38131939.1516213272.1705850674-235035363.1705586730

TAI & TAII POSITIONS 
TAI: Reader-Graders:
MA students are encouraged to work as TAI/reader-graders in the School of Art. Reader-graders assist professors with reading and grading assignments submitted by undergraduate students in the survey art history classes or Introduction to Visual Arts. They typically work 9.5 hours (grading for 1 class) or 19 hours (grading for 2 classes) per week. This is one of the few ways the School and College can financially support MA students, and the position provides multiple opportunities to the MA student, including opportunities to:
· Deepen professional relationships and mentoring activities with faculty.
· Review art objects, many of which are included on the Comprehensive Exam.
· Develop mentoring relationships with undergraduate students.
· Practice grading undergraduate scholarly work.
· Develop curricular materials (e.g., develop a lecture, class activity, assessment questions, etc.)
· Prepare for a TAII position (instructor-of-record for a Survey course).
TAI/Reader-Graders should:
· Begin work only after receiving approval to begin from School of Art Administrators.
· Communicate regularly with their assigned faculty member concerning the status of grading.
· Work efficiently during their allotted hours to complete as much of the grading as possible.
· Try to spread out grading large numbers of assignments (e.g., grade 1-2 hours each day rather than lump 9 hours of grading into 1 day).
· Use the rubrics and guidance provided by the faculty member to focus your grading activities.
· Refer suspected behavioral, plagiarized, or scholastic dishonesty incidents to the supervising faculty member.
· Be clear with the faculty member if you run into issues, need to adjust your grading schedule, or need help.  
· Keep track of working hours and report them weekly through the University time sheets.
· Count ALL hours dedicated to the course, including meetings with the faculty member, grading assignments, inputting grades into Canvas, preparation time for grading, etc.
· Accurately submit hours worked in PeopleSoft each Monday for the previous week’s hours.
· Not exceed the allotted hours.
If interested in working as a Reader-Grader, be sure to reach out directly to the GAR and Assistant Director of the School of Art. 

TAII: Teaching Assistants:
MA Teaching Assistants (TAIIs) in the School of Art serve as the Instructor-of-Record for a survey course.  TA positions are dependent upon the needs of the School in terms of instructors for AHC 1113 and AHC 1123.  However, those MA students who are interested in teaching art history at the college level should take advantage of this opportunity when/if it arises.  To qualify for a TAII position, the MA student:
· Must have successfully completed 18 hours of graduate coursework in art history.
· Should have served as a Reader-Grader for at least 2-3 semesters.
· Must have successfully passed Parts 1 and 2 of the Comprehensive Exam.
· Submit a letter of recommendation for the TA position from the faculty for whom they served as a Reader-Grader. 
· Provide a list of email addresses for any additional faculty that oversaw reader-gradership.
· Must be in academic good standing within the MA program.
· Have a record of punctual, organized, reliable, and professional behavior within the School of Art.
· Be enrolled in at least 6 hours of graduate work in the semester in which they teach. 
If you meet the above expectations and are interested in working as a TAII, be sure to reach out directly to the GAR and Assistant Director of the School of Art.
Once teaching, TAIIs will be assigned a faculty mentor.  One faculty member will be mentor for those TAIIs teaching Art History: Prehistory to 1350 and a second faculty member mentor for those TAIIs teaching Art History: 1350 to Present.  TAs should set up a meeting with their faculty mentor just after midterms and any other time there is an issue to troubleshoot.  TAs should also expect their faculty member to conduct a Teaching Observation at some point during the semester, so the mentor may provide meaningful feedback on teaching activities.    
MA OPPORTUNITIES
Presenting at the COLFA Research Conference
Internships and paid positions
  	UTSA Special Collections
  	Galleries
  	Museums (McNay, San Antonio Museum of Art)
  		Curatorial Department
  		Education Department
  	Public Art San Antonio (PASA)

FORMS 
The following forms may be found on the School of Art webpage (Scroll to the bottom) - https://colfa.utsa.edu/art/forms.html 
· Programs of Study
· MA Art History Non-Thesis Program of Study
· MA Art History Thesis Program of Study
· Graduate Certificate in Art History & Visual Culture Program of Study
· Thesis Forms
· Intent to Write a Thesis Form
· Thesis Proposal Form
· Other Forms
· Teaching Observation Form

Additional forms may be found on the Graduate School webpage -https://graduateschool.utsa.edu/student/ 


