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University Teaching Experience:  
 

Migration, Democracy, and the American Experiment: HIS 4603 
From a variety of perspectives, this course will analyze the foundational principles of 
democracy and its intersection with migration, citizenship, and belonging. Students will 
explore these concepts by analyzing the origin of democracy and migration patterns 
throughout World and American History. This seminar will explore the themes of freedom 
and citizenship in ancient, early modern, and contemporary texts, including ancient Greek 
writings, 17th and 18th century texts in the Anglo-American tradition, and 19th and 20th 
century texts that bring the issues of earlier works into contemporary American context. 
Students will then apply this knowledge as they evaluate current policies and their 
relationship to government, freedom, and democracy. 

 
Social Activism in the 19th Century: HIS 4133 

This class and study away program aim to highlight the earliest activists for social justice in 
the United States, like Frances Willard. With a focus on the women's suffrage movement, 
abolition, and the influence of the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) on social movements in 19th 
century New York, students will walk in the footsteps of the extraordinary "unimportant" 
activists that built a strong tradition of justice seeking in the United States. 

 
Historical Research Methods: HIS 3013 

An introduction to the study of history in which students will consider examples and 
approaches to the problems of research and writing in the field. This course is designed for 
students completing requirements for a major or minor in history. 
 

World Civilizations:  Pre-history to 1500   HIS 2123 (CORE and QLP) 
A general introduction to World History from the Late Neolithic to the Columbian Encounter 
in the late 15th century CE. Students will develop critical reading and analytical skills 
through a broad overview of the pattern of development of major civilizations and their 
interactions with closer attention given to those events, institutions, beliefs, and practices that 
involved and affected large numbers of people and had lasting significance for later 
generations.  
 

World Civilizations: 1500 to the present   HIS 2133 (CORE and QLP) 
A general introduction to World History since the late 15th century CE. Students will develop 
critical reading and analytical skills through a broad overview of the pattern of development 
of major civilizations and their interactions with closer attention to those events, institutions, 
beliefs, and practices that involved and affected large numbers of people and laid 
foundations of the modern world. May be applied toward the Core Curriculum requirement 
in Language, Philosophy and Culture. 
 

U.S. History: Civil War to the Present      HIS 1053 (CORE) 
From a variety of perspectives, students in this course will analyze topics covering the 
development of the United States as an urban industrial nation; the rising importance of the 
business cycle, corporations, and immigration; political traditions; class, race, ethnicity, and 
gender; cultural diversity and national unity; the relationship between the United States and 
other nations and cultures; and the impact of these trends on the development of the nation.  
 

U.S. History: to 1877 HIS 1043 (CORE) 
From a variety of perspectives ,students in this course will analyze topics covering the 
geography of North America; pre-Columbian societies; European colonial societies and their 
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transition into the national period; the development of modern economic structures and 
political traditions; westward expansion; class, race, ethnicity, and gender; cultural diversity 
and national unity; the relations of the United States to other nations and cultures; and the 
impact of these trends and issues on the development of the nation.  

 
UTSA Freshman Seminar   COR 1203 

A general survey of scholarship practiced within three broad cultures of inquiry: the 
Humanities, Social Sciences and Natural Sciences. Through a cross-disciplinary framework, 
this course explores the diverse ideas, values, and practices used by various disciplines to 
investigate and organize their subject matter and create knowledge. Students will consider 
and compare the assumptions, methods, ethics, and impact of inquiry and scholarship within 
these three broad cultures of inquiry. Students will examine, compare, and contrast the 
intellectual endeavors that influence society and human experience. This course is required 
to fulfill the Core Curriculum First Year Experience requirement. 
 

East Asian Civilizations    HIS 2553 (Core) 
An introduction to East Asian history and culture from antiquity to the beginning of the 
modern period during the 17th and 18th centuries. In this course, students will cover China, 
Japan, Korea, and Vietnam, with particular attention to the development of culture, society, 
and the state in the traditional era prior to the arrival of the West in East Asia.  
 

Late Imperial China   HIS 3913 
Chinese history from the late Ming (ca. 1550) to the end of the Qing dynasty in the 1911 
Revolution. Students in this course will address the nature of imperial institutions, state-
society interaction, economic developments, social and cultural changes, and China’s 
relationship with the outside world. 

 
University Service 
 

Represented UTSA at UT System Faculty Success Community of Practice Workshop (Summer 2024)
  

Elected Chair of UTSA Academy of Distinguished Teaching Scholars (Fall 2023-Summer 2024) 
 
Faculty Advisor for UTSA History Club (Fall 2022-Present) 
 
Co-Chair of the ADTS Celebrate Teaching Week Committee (Fall 2022-Present) 
 
Founding Member of the COLFA FTT Affinity Group (Fall 2021-present) 
 
Member of the Teagle Knowledge for Freedom Grant Committee (Summer of 2021-present) 
 
Served on COLFA Tactical Visioning Team Phase II Committee (Fall 2021) 
 
Served on History Department Innovative Teaching Committee (Fall 2020-present) 
 
Served on History Department Undergraduate Committee (Fall 2021-present) 
 
Served on COLFA Tactical Visioning Team (Fall of 2020) 
 
Member of the ADTS Instructional Advisory Board (Fall 2019-Spring 2021) 
 
Served as Chair of the UTSA ROTA Selection Committee (Fall 2019) 
 
Member of The Academy of Distinguished Teaching Scholars FTT Task Force (August 2018-
Present) 
 
UTSA History Department Core Curriculum Quantitative Literacy Coordinator (August 2016-2020) 
 



Leader and Co-author of Quantitative Literacy course re-design for University of Texas, San 
Antonio’s History Department (May 2012-August 2016) 

 
Professional Experience:  
 

Co-Chair of the UTSA Knowledge for Freedom Program 

• Teach an undergraduate seminar called, Migration, Democracy, and the American 
Experiment which examines the transformational texts from Plato to MLK, which influence 
US democracy today 

• Train undergraduates to work as mentors and teaching assistants for the K4F summer 
program 

• Recruit and interview students from locally underserved high school to participate in the K4F 
summer program 

• Teach rising High School seniors during a 5-week summer program that focuses on civic 
leadership along with college preparedness 

• Manage the K4F staff (UTSA undergraduates) during the 5-week program as well as the 
mentoring of the high school students during their senior year  

Professor of Instruction, Department of History, University of Texas, San Antonio (May 2008 - 
Present) 

• Write lectures and develop course materials appropriate for a variety of history courses at the 
undergraduate level. Teach undergraduate courses in both small and large settings. Class size 
ranges from 20 to 450 students. 

• Organize the schedule and syllabus for each class every semester. 
  

Reader Grader, History Department, University of Texas San Antonio (August 2005-May 2008) 

• Assisted history professors, in a variety of topic areas, with tasks ranging from grading of 
papers, to substitute teaching. 

• Organized grade books and scheduling for a variety of professors on a weekly basis. 
 
 6th Grade Teacher for St. Pius X School, Corpus Christi, TX (March 1998-June 1999) 

• Taught 11-12 year old children a variety of subjects on a daily basis. 

• Incorporated the required curriculum into the classroom in a manner engaging to the pre-teen 
age group. 

 
Intervention Specialist-Tutoring and Learning Center, Texas A&M University, Corpus Christi, TX 
(July 1997-March 1998) 

• Implemented programs for at-risk college students, with the intent of increasing graduation 
rates among first generation college students. 

• In particular, I organized tutoring sessions and managed a group of tutors in all disciplines 
needed for students. 

 
 
Primary and Pre-school lead Teacher, Primary Years Child Development Center, San Antonio, TX 
(1992-1996) 

• Wrote and implemented curriculum for pre-school children ages 2-5. 

• Worked closely with the school director and parents to provide hands on learning experiences 
specific to the individual needs of the children. 

 
Professional Honors: 
 

Awarded the Honorary Title Distinguished Teaching Professor, August of 2022 
 
Awarded the University Excellence Award for Innovation and Impact, April of 2020 
 
Inducted into the UTSA Academy of Distinguished Teaching Scholars, September 2018 
 



Awarded The University of Texas Regents Outstanding Teaching Award, August 2018 
 
Nominee for the 2017 University of Texas Regents Outstanding Teaching Award 
 
Awarded The UTSA Ambassadors Amber Award for outstanding contribution and service to the 
students of UTSA, February 2017 
 
Nominee for the 2016 University of Texas Regents Outstanding Teaching Award  
 

Awarded the University Excellence Award—Quantitative Literacy Program Faculty Excellence 
Award by University of Texas, San Antonio, April 2014 

 
Awarded the Honors Alliance Award for Excellence in Promoting Academic Integrity, Intelligent 
Living, and Meaningful Learning by the University of Texas Honors Alliance in March 2014 
 
Awarded a Quantitative Literacy Program Course Re-design Grant by University of Texas, San 
Antonio, 2012 and 2013 

 
 
Related Lectures and Presentations of Papers: 
 

Presented  Nationalism and the Creation of a Jewish Diaspora 

• The World History Association 2014 conference in San Juan, Costa Rica 
 

Presented  Silk Road Epidemics: Teaching about Plague and Population Decline in Classical Asia at 

• The World History Association 2013 conference in Minneapolis 

• The Asian Studies Association of Hong Kong Conference 

•  The 2013 World History Association of Texas Conference at St. Edwards University-Austin 
 

Presented Hanse and Huiguan Sovereignty: A Comparison at 

• The 2010 WHAT (World History Association of Texas) Conference at St. Edwards 
University-Austin 

 
 
Presented Remember the Tlatelolco Massacre: How the 1968 Student Movement Changed Mexican 
Identity at 

• The 2008 Spring Research Conference at the University of Texas-San Antonio 

• The 2008 1968: A Global Perspective Conference at the University of Texas-Austin 

• The 2008 Southwestern Social Science Association Research Conference in Las Vegas, NV 
 
Winner of the F. Buillet Lowry Prize for Latin American Research, 2008, for my paper Remember the 
Tlatelolco Massacre: How the 1968 Student Movement Changed Mexican Identity  
 
4th place winner in the UTSA COLFA Conference Research Competition, 2008, for my paper 
Remember the Tlatelolco Massacre: How the 1968 Student Movement Changed Mexican Identity 

 
 
Education: 

M.A. in History, University of Texas, San Antonio, May 2008 
B.A. in English, Texas A&M University, Corpus Christi, December 1997 

 
Educational Training and Workshops 
 
             2024 UTSA Civil Discourse Faculty Learning Community 

2023  ACUE Effective Teaching Practices (Fall 2022 Cohort) 
2022   ACUE Micro credential in Inclusive Teaching for Equitable Learning  
 



 


