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Lost Manuseripts

The Lost Peacock site (412% 2637 on the Mucces
River in Zavala County, was cxcavated in May 1981
hy Enc C. Ciibsun, then with the Cenler for Archaeo-
loerical Research, The University of Texas al San
Antosio (CATRR)L A zeries of [our (est eoits was
placed w evaluale fhe sie dubing a survey of the
then-proposad Intemaorth Pipeline Project in Zavala
wnd Dirrunid Counties (Figure 1), The artifacts from
the excavations. as well az the overall survey (maostly
surface finds) were drawn by Kathy Barciss (Hoeo-
mer), then also with CAR. CGihson (1951 ) authored
a comprehensive report, copics of which (under the
terms of the comtrucl with Tnlemorlh Prpeling] weie
pruvided 1o Dennis Lessic ol Intemnorth (aesr En-
rond; feviews were done by the Federal Encrgy
Eepulatory Comunission (FERLC)Y and b the Advi-
sorv Council for Historic Maces, and the Texas
Historical Commission. At the tme, the manuscript
was nat slared for publication, bazed on contractusl
ARroCIonts,

However, the data from 412V262 meluded s
number of excavabed artifacis, many of hem
wrme-dipnostic, aod hovine the potential o shed
badly-peeded lighe on the chronalegical frameaork
of southern Texas. Ooce ppeline routs concems
were resobved, efforts were made in the late 19815 to
ger this manuscript into print, | was then scrving as
Director of CAR, and the manuscript had bhoen
cxtensively edited by Sharon Chuirk, Cibzon, then at
Trinity University, borroweed the manuscript to make
the changes suggested by the editor. A subseguent
survey for M orthem Matumal Gas, for un expunsion of
Lhe pipehne roule, was done by Trewitl and Associ-
ales w1 Jupe 1287 (IMoboum 1957, Reviewing the
manuscript and the bibliography, it iz clear thag
Hannmum had not scen the CAR manuseript and was
apparcntly imawarc of it.

fn the muid-1990s, [ began a search fora copy of
the manuscript wod [ound that & complets copy of
thuz poportend mangsceipt could not be locared, a
situation that persists up to the prosent time. M otth-

ern ofural Gas {now Enron savs (hatl it carod (or
will pet) locate the manusceipt and three copies
pl'{uvidrzd to them im 1981, The Texazs Hismoncal
Commission no longer has a copy; therr cony (which
miy have been o drally wae discarded o the eorly
1990:, and CAR tzell has oo copy (and little in the
wav of project files) of the manuscript, albeir an
extremely diligent searchwas done by Anne Fox and
CAR staft members in 1995, The landowner, C. M.
{3az) Prnor, was sent a copyv and up through the
k- 19808 he had encowraged firrther rescarch atthe
gite, Howowver, | have boen unahle o lopate bim
despite much elfort in recent yesrs. More recently, |
huve wsked the Advisory Council on Historic Preser-
vileod to seacch thedr archives, and a similar request
has been submitted to FERC, The site was also of
great interean to the fate Col, Thomas C, Kelly, wha
examined the maicrials and filss at CAR in the
| $iils, Howesror, no copics of any of the matenals
woere in the papers kindly placed by his family at
TARL.

Fipure 1. Texas map showine sites discossed in this
paper (LW, Uvalde Counry, ZY, Zavala County),
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Althe Texas Archeological Research Laboratory
(TARL), thers 15 no copy of the manosenpl, amd
indeed, Uie 4LZV263 il Nile contems: cnly a pholo-
copy of the CALR site survey record, v lepurraphic
map section with the site plotted, and a photocopy of
a plan map of the site made with a transit b Gibzon
and H. Bradicy Day, on May 14, 1981, The latter iz
an important document, as noted later i thiy paper.
Muny ol the reader: of La Tierra were students or
slall assocanted wilth CAR ul the tme (his sile was
dug and the wanuscript prepared. Ifa copy s koown
i cxist, please sonface Hester as scon as possible,

Lost Peacock Artifact Sequence

The survey form for 1A% 203 on file at TARL
describes Lhe site as on g remmant lemrace ol the
Mueces Biver, downsteearn [rom La Pryor, Texas. Tt
appears om e topoaaphic map that it s located
on an old chamel or gxbow of the Nueces, The sie
15 160 metors long (cast-westh and 100 mators wide
{north-south’), but simee much of 101 buried, its exact
boundunes are impossible W detsrmime. Foor test
urnls, 152 meders in sige, were excavaled within the
propatied roule of the Intemonth Pipsline. These ane
clustersd m oun wres of aboul 13 x 14 melers. The
surface of the ermace o this area 15 described as
“fairly level” and indeed the opening elevations for
the four units range from 10005-F0 K0 2 The
testing found archacological matenals  (flakes,
bumed rock, river mussels, charcoal, faunal remains,
a hearth, and several formal tools) to a depth of 90
ern below the surface. At that point, the site matros (4
aunidy alluvium} changes o a reddish clay. During
the course of the invesbizations ul the ste, severl
shovel tests were dur and surface collections were
mide. Black and white photopraphs and colur slides
recorded the feld work {his documentaon 15 also
missing; Anng Fox, personal communication). and
approximately 3 ficld bags of material were placed
at CAR.

The excavabions in this fairly tightly clustered
series el 142 meler units ane desenbed vanously m
the illustrations [rorm the fosl manuscripl as corstst-
i 0f “Test Pat L, Uil A" “Unit B eod so o6,
The field map shows the four 1x2 test pits, but theic
ficld designations were Test Pitg 1-4; claritieatian of
this inconsistency can be expected if a cony of the
nediiuscripd can be found,

TIms, for the sake of this swmmary, it has heen
assumed that the 10-cme levels m these units wore
cipentially the same, from the standpoint of metric
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atruti gruphy. This may prove not to be the case, bue
it 14 the present working assumption.

Surluee artifacts meluded a Scallom {Y) amow
point, two Fro pomis, and o Zavala point { Figure 2).
Iii the excavaled units, one or all went ws deep as
Leovel 10, thowgl the site suevey form wofes (hat the
site deposits end at approximacty 90 cm. Based on
rocomatructod notes from the illuserations, site sureey
form, and phono notes from conversations with
Cibson on May L8, 1981, the following level-artifact
associations were found al the Lost Pescock sile
{artitaces are show W Figures 3 - 3}

Level 1D no diggnostics

Level 20 Tartagas

Level 3: no diagnoatics

Level4:  Seallom, Torugas, Pedemales (1
Pedernales was found el 40 cm in
shovel tesl; Figure 27

Level 50 Lanatey, reworked expanding stem
[cannct be tvped)

Loevel & no disgnoatics

Level ¥ Barly Tmangular, graver, poimbed uni-
face

Levisl 8 Lerma (%), reworked tnangular point
{eanmol be Leped)

Level 0 no diapnostics; unifoce wilh concive
edpe

Lovel 105 Clear Fork {unitace!) with some cor-

tox nn domsal surface

The wpper 40 em are apparently farrly mixed, a
sILuBLIon noL uncommon in terraes sites i the imme-
diute areu {of. Hester 19949:9)_ In the deeper deposits,
the occurrence of the Eurly Trangulor specimen e of
e, a5 well ax non-puint lithies also found 1in Level
7. Level 8 cuntuined a bipointed specimen that
wonld be classified by some as Lerma, allhougls an
unpublished manuscripd confaining 5 statistical
analysiz of Lerma {Ecily 1989 rejocts the 417V 203
specimen as being of that type.

Though this specimen appesrs to be m an “early™
contexl (whether Barly Archaic or Paleomdiun 1y
unknown), ils impuorance lies inils cesemblancs o
a specimen excaviled by Glen Evans ol Montell
Rockshelter {4177 3) in northwest Uvalde Connty.
That specimen (804-%; Figure 6) was tound at™'72-
TR well below the Late and Middle Archaic humed
ruck midden and deposils conteimng Gower, Bocly
Triangular and Mamindale points of the Ealy Ar-
chaic. 1t was not the decpest amitact in the Montcl|
Rocksholter doposits; that was a distal fragment of
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Figure 2, Surtface and Showvel Test Artifacts from 412V263. Top row and second row Jefl, all
fromn surface [Seallom?; Troo [2], and Zavala). Second mow oo righl, Pedemales rapcent o
a depth ol 40 e, [ound in o shovel test,
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Figure 3. Excuvated Arhifects from 412V263. a, Scallom (Test Fat 2, Level 4); b, untyped reworked
expunding stem darl pornl {Unil A [see text], Level 5); ¢, Loogetey (Uml B, Level 53; d, e, Torwezas {d. Tt
B, Level 4. e, Unit B, Level 2); I Pedecnales (Uit A, Level 41.
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Fipure 4. Excavated Artifacts from 417V263. a, bipeinted specimen (“Lerma®;
Test [it 1, Lewel 8); b, Early Triangular {Teat Pit 1, Level 77; ¢ untyped reworked
it (Uit A, Level H]
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Fizure 5. Excevated Ariifucts From 4125 2630 4, umifece [Test it 1, Level 53 b, Clesr Forl tool (Lmie
A, Level 10 ¢, pownted wniluee (Test Pit [, Level 705, eraver (Umil B, Level 9; e, uniface wath
concyve edas (Uit B, Level 21,
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Figore . Comparisons of Bipointed Specimens
from 414V263 and Montell Rockshelter. Left,
4145263, Rizht, 410V (Montell Eockshelter;
drawing by TTal B Story).

what 15 ¢lewrly a lurgpe Palevindian poinl or 14,5 Teel

bl the surlace of e focksheller,
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M seen in Fileure 6, 1L &5 somewhat farger (han
the specimen fom Lost Peacock, but the form and
tcchnology are quite similar, More cmdely made
artifacts, some of similar form, were excavated at La
Calsada Rockshelter, Nuevo Lodn, by Nance ( 1992),
with radiocarhon dates interpreted by Nance as
round GO00-7300 B.C,

Coneluding Commients

Although much of this paper has had to focus on
the dizappearance ot all known copics of the manu-
sceripl dealmg anth 4 1EV263, the sundving materials
un this site provide & glimpes of what 15 potentally
un impuortent set ol anchoeobeeioal data for southem
Texas. It is hoped thal publicalion of this paper will
lead e the “discovery™ of a copy of the losi Lost
Peaeock mamiseript, so that the materials from
412% 263, and from nther sites recorded and surface-
collected by the project can, at last, be fully pub-
liskred.

It appears (hut Early Archoic {ond eaclier?)
occupations are buried in the terace al 4LEV 263 and
that there are pofential relationships with similar
bipointed datt points such as the one found o Level
3. The latter could well have implications for a
revised view of carly occupations in South Texas and
adjaccnt arcas.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Al dravwings, excepl lur o specimen 1n Figurs &,
were dobe by Eathy B RBoemer,

REFEREMNCES CITED
Cribson, E. O, Hester, T, R,
1981 Archgeofoging fnvespigarions in Kovala 1999 Lifc and eath in the Late Archaic of
and Dimmit Counties, Texas: Miernorth South Texas. La Fierra 2601:6-13.
Fipeline Project. Archaeological Survey
Beport LD, Ceprer for Archaeclogical  Kelly, T, C.

Besearch, The University of Texas at San
Antonia, Mot available,

Hannm, 5,
1487 An Archeological Survey of the Northern
Matural Crus Auvals System Expunsion
Fipeline Rouwle, Zavala County, Texas.
Letter Beport 346, Prewit and Assosi-

accs, Awsein, Texas.

1989 Morpholegical Study of the LermaTres-
miukc Problem, Paper presented At the
Second Annual STAA Workshap, Witte
Puscom, San Antonio, Texss. On file,
Texus Archeological Research Loboru-
lory, The University of Texas at Avstin.

Manceg, C, R,

1992 The Archaeology of Lo Calrada, A
Rockshelter in the Sierra Madre Ovien-
fef, Mexico, Universily of Texos Press,
Austie,



