
POL/GLA 5873 - Report
Spring 2021 - POL/GLA 6973 - Class Evaluation
March 12, 2021 9:21 AM MST

Q3 - Class Objectives & Expectations

Fully disagree

Rather disagree

Undecided

Rather agree

Fully agree

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22

Class objectives & expectations were clearly communicated at the beginning ...

Class objectives were realized

The class provided a comprehensive overview of geopolitics

The class overall increased my knowledge & understanding of the subject mat...

The class met my expectations for a graduate class

The co-teaching was productive and offered new insights

# Field Minimum Maximum Mean
Std

Deviation
Variance Count

1
Class objectives & expectations were clearly communicated at the

beginning of the class
1.00 5.00 4.12 0.93 0.87 26

2 Class objectives were realized 2.00 5.00 4.31 0.82 0.67 26



# Field Minimum Maximum Mean
Std

Deviation
Variance Count

3 The class provided a comprehensive overview of geopolitics 2.00 5.00 4.00 0.92 0.85 26

4
The class overall increased my knowledge & understanding of the

subject matter
2.00 5.00 4.42 0.79 0.63 26

5 The class met my expectations for a graduate class 1.00 5.00 4.42 0.88 0.78 26

6 The co-teaching was productive and offered new insights 1.00 5.00 4.54 1.12 1.25 26

Showing rows 1 - 6 of 6

# Field
Fully

disagree
Rather

disagree
Undecided Rather agree Fully agree Total

1
Class objectives & expectations were clearly
communicated at the beginning of the class

3.85% 1 0.00% 0 15.38% 4 42.31% 11 38.46% 10 26

2 Class objectives were realized 0.00% 0 7.69% 2 0.00% 0 46.15% 12 46.15% 12 26

3
The class provided a comprehensive overview of
geopolitics

0.00% 0 11.54% 3 7.69% 2 50.00% 13 30.77% 8 26

4
The class overall increased my knowledge &
understanding of the subject matter

0.00% 0 3.85% 1 7.69% 2 30.77% 8 57.69% 15 26

5
The class met my expectations for a graduate
class

3.85% 1 0.00% 0 3.85% 1 34.62% 9 57.69% 15 26

6
The co-teaching was productive and offered new
insights

7.69% 2 0.00% 0 3.85% 1 7.69% 2 80.77% 21 26



Q4 - Class Pace, Workload & Readings

Too Low

Rather low

Appropriate

Rather high

Too high

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24

The pace of class was

The amount of content covered in this class

The level of discussion in this class was

Overall class requirements and workload were

The amount of assigned readings was

The level of assigned readings was

# Field Minimum Maximum Mean Std Deviation Variance Count

1 The pace of class was 2.00 4.00 3.08 0.38 0.15 26

2 The amount of content covered in this class 2.00 5.00 3.35 0.68 0.46 26

3 The level of discussion in this class was 2.00 5.00 3.27 0.59 0.35 26

4 Overall class requirements and workload were 3.00 5.00 3.42 0.57 0.32 26



# Field Minimum Maximum Mean Std Deviation Variance Count

5 The amount of assigned readings was 3.00 5.00 3.85 0.72 0.51 26

6 The level of assigned readings was 1.00 5.00 3.12 0.64 0.41 26

Showing rows 1 - 6 of 6

# Field Too Low Rather low Appropriate Rather high Too high Total

1 The pace of class was 0.00% 0 3.85% 1 84.62% 22 11.54% 3 0.00% 0 26

2 The amount of content covered in this class 0.00% 0 7.69% 2 53.85% 14 34.62% 9 3.85% 1 26

3 The level of discussion in this class was 0.00% 0 3.85% 1 69.23% 18 23.08% 6 3.85% 1 26

4 Overall class requirements and workload were 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 61.54% 16 34.62% 9 3.85% 1 26

5 The amount of assigned readings was 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 34.62% 9 46.15% 12 19.23% 5 26

6 The level of assigned readings was 3.85% 1 0.00% 0 80.77% 21 11.54% 3 3.85% 1 26



Q6 - Overall Course Rating

Very low

Rather low

Neutral

Rather high

Very high

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

# Field Minimum Maximum Mean Std Deviation Variance Count

1 My overall rating of the course 2.00 5.00 4.23 0.80 0.64 26

Showing rows 1 - 6 of 6

# Field
Choice
Count

1 Very low 0.00% 0

2 Rather low 3.85% 1

3 Neutral 11.54% 3

4 Rather high 42.31% 11

5 Very high 42.31% 11

26



Q13 - Your Performance

Fully disagree

Rather disagree

Undecided

Rather agree

Fully agree

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

I was able to follow class sessions easily

Discussions helped me understand class content

I enjoyed the different activities and techniques in class

I felt comfortable discussing in Zoom

The slides helped me follow class

Overall, I am satisfied with my performance in class

# Field Minimum Maximum Mean Std Deviation Variance Count

1 I was able to follow class sessions easily 2.00 5.00 4.19 0.79 0.62 26

2 Discussions helped me understand class content 2.00 5.00 4.23 0.85 0.72 26

3 I enjoyed the different activities and techniques in class 2.00 5.00 4.35 0.87 0.76 26

4 I felt comfortable discussing in Zoom 2.00 5.00 3.80 0.98 0.96 25



# Field Minimum Maximum Mean Std Deviation Variance Count

5 The slides helped me follow class 2.00 5.00 4.42 0.79 0.63 26

6 Overall, I am satisfied with my performance in class 1.00 5.00 3.73 1.23 1.50 26

Showing rows 1 - 6 of 6

# Field
Fully

disagree
Rather

disagree
Undecided Rather agree Fully agree Total

1 I was able to follow class sessions easily 0.00% 0 3.85% 1 11.54% 3 46.15% 12 38.46% 10 26

2 Discussions helped me understand class content 0.00% 0 3.85% 1 15.38% 4 34.62% 9 46.15% 12 26

3
I enjoyed the different activities and techniques
in class

0.00% 0 3.85% 1 15.38% 4 23.08% 6 57.69% 15 26

4 I felt comfortable discussing in Zoom 0.00% 0 8.00% 2 36.00% 9 24.00% 6 32.00% 8 25

5 The slides helped me follow class 0.00% 0 3.85% 1 7.69% 2 30.77% 8 57.69% 15 26

6
Overall, I am satisfied with my performance in
class

3.85% 1 19.23% 5 11.54% 3 30.77% 8 34.62% 9 26



Q15 - Q15

0

1-2

3-4

all

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

# Field Minimum Maximum Mean Std Deviation Variance Count

1 I prepared the readings for … sessions 3.00 5.00 4.19 0.98 0.97 27

Showing rows 1 - 5 of 5

# Field
Choice
Count

1 0 0.00% 0

2 1-2 0.00% 0

3 3-4 40.74% 11

5 all 59.26% 16

27



Q16 - Was there anything you specifically liked about this class?

Was there anything you specifically liked about this class?

the exchange and possibility to learn about different perspectives due to the different backgrounds of the participants; the work in little groups in
break-out rooms, could have been even more; the notable effort of the teachers to include a variety of activities and to promote the exchange also
outside of the seminar-time, given its difficulties in a digital environment

I enjoyed the interaction with the students from both Universities. I wish we had been in Germany, but I guess it can happen another time.

The breakout discussions

I liked the interactive activities as well as the breakout sessions a lot.The learning atmosphere was very friendly and both teachers encouraged to
participate.

It was really nice to get the presentations after class because in the big group it was sometimes difficult to follow. So also the small groups was
really good to discuss and exchange more in the group.

I liked engaging with students from several countries and hearing different perspectives.

I liked that we were able to bring in new perspectives.

Loved being put into breakout rooms with predominantly German students because it gave me a differing perspective but also enhanced the
experience of a “study abroad” albeit virtual.

international academic setting, respectful and comfortable discussion atmosphere, analytical approach to geopolitics

shared teaching, intercultural perspectives, different activities, activities in the chat

The intercultural aspect of this class was very special and interesting. It made the discussions about geopolitics more intense, coming from the "EU"
and the "US" perspective.

both lecturers as well as students showed their interest in geopolitics and discussed it at a high level.

interperspective exchange, indepth discussion on some topics

cooperation, time management and teaching

The intercultural connection was very cool and enriching! The discussions were more lively than regular on Zoom.

Small breakout activities to get to know each other

I really liked the break out groups and the discussions we had within them.

Discussion of alternative views to mainstream IR.

I really enjoyed the cultural aspect of this class.

Learning different perspectives.



Was there anything you specifically liked about this class?

international participants, students from different world parts

different perspectives from the UTSA and TUD students, atmosphere in break-out rooms was very constructive



Q17 - Was there anything you specifically disliked about this class?

Was there anything you specifically disliked about this class?

the very high amount of readings; the lack of more varied perspectives in the readings (female, more from the global south, ...)

I do not really like the breakout rooms, there should be a better mix of students. At times I was either with one student from my own class (one on
one) or in the larger group breakouts, the mix was all German or all U.S. made it a bit awkward and uncomfortable. However, I can interact with the
individuals well. Also, most of the students in class did not participate in the groups at all or even participate in the open discussions. It basically was
the same people all the time and that makes things weird as well, because for the UTSA students, part of our grade is based on class participation. I
would be interested to know what the grades are for class participation because some people until this point have not said anything at all...

The 4 hour class length and beginning at 8 am

Sometimes it was difficult to follow the discussions as many aspects on different topics were brought in. But it helped that you wrote the main points
on slides and ordered them a little.

Because there was so much literature for every class it was quite difficult to have a overview about all texts at the same time. I think if the seminar
would have been weekly it could have been easier. But of course I understand that the international form makes this difficult.

I feel like certain people tended to dominate discussion on certain topics, though I understand that if no one else is speaking up, someone will.

The fact that when contextualized perspectives were discussed in practice was limited

Would have preferred the Anthropocene section to be replaced by another case study with geopolitical implications for the international community.

too much to read, too few female authors and too many authors from the Global North

I would have preferred to have an half-hour break, instead of 15 min. That is my only "complain".

Just Zoom fatigue. After 2 semesters without a single seminar in real life it gets exhausting to try to stay focused.

the adopted critical perspectives werenot really critical, macroeconomics and national level politics influence on geopolitics/IR were nor really a thing.

too little time for the SCS topic. We did not really cover perspectives other than USA and China

Its maybe due to Zoom, but sometimes the time the Prof talked between two students who had their hands up was to long and the subject was then
changed.

That is was in Zoom and with no physical presence

No

A slant away from classical aspects.

Some of the topics were a little too abstract and fluctuating at times.

I felt it was often slanted towards a particular discourse (critical) at the expense of other views. I enjoy learning other perspectives but it sometimes
felt like those with completing viewpoints were shut down.



End of Report

Was there anything you specifically disliked about this class?

many readings and then not enough time to discuss them. I would prefer less and a full discussion


