
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Immigration & The Global Refugee Crisis 

(Background Guide) 

 

By Sergio Pinal 

Outreach Office of Model United Nations Society at UTSA 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“…expressing the wish that all States, recognizing the social and humanitarian nature of the 

problem of refugees, will do everything within their power to prevent this problem from 
becoming a cause of tension between States…” 

 

-Preamble, Convention and Protocol relating to the status of refugees, 1951 (UN.org) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Background: 

The Global refugee crisis is frequently discussed among people due to the Syrian Civil 
war and emigration of Syrian citizens from their home nation, but the refugee topic has been 
around before. From Immigration movement between the Mexico and U.S border to inhabitants 
in the African Continent attempting to head towards the European coasts such as France, Spain 
or Italy. The United Nations stresses the importance of this issue to citizens around the world by 
raising awareness on the 20th of June which the UN recognizes as World Refugee Day; a day to 
promote the awareness of this group who many want to better their lives, but are under constant 
threat of exploitation and discrimination. 

Many refugees for whatever purpose decide to leave their home countries. Poor 
government planning can lead to instability of a nation’s politics and finances. If the government 
fails to meet the requirements and needs of the people, citizens can view their leaders as either 
incompetent or corrupt. But not all things are of a national government’s fault. There can be 
internal issues that could arise in a nation state.  

There are several reasons why people decide to leave their homes and move to a different 
location. Push factors may include conflict, drought, famine, or extreme religious activity. Poor 
economic activity and lack of job opportunities are also examples. Other strong push factors 
include race and discriminating culture, political intolerance and persecution of people who 
question the status quo. Very often, people consider and prefer opportunities closer to their 
location like to move to places with better cultural, political, climatic and general terrain in 
closer locations than locations farther away. Not all refugees will be able to safely reach their 
desired destination because the threat of deportation, exploitation, discrimination or death will be 
a constant obstacle for them to face. 

Rising sea levels and global climate change affects people living in the coastal regions of 
the world. As the years pass, rising sea levels will push people back further mainland. Millions 
of people who live around the vulnerable areas will have to move towards safer ground. The 
force movement of people towards the mainland will be worse for developing nations who do 
not have the necessary resources or funds to stop the flow of water. The topic of the global 
refugees will only increase as time passes and would require the cooperation of the international 
community once climate change begins to bring its toll upon millions in the future.   

As defined by the 1951 UN convention on human rights, nations of the world should be 
able to help and provide basic human needs to refugees that are in desperate need of assistance. 
The UN does not encourage the exploitation nor does it believe that individual human beings 
should be deprived of their basic human rights and cast as 2nd class citizens in their respective 
host countries. The UN convention relating to the status of refugees is an important contribution, 
it defines who is a refugee, their rights, and lists the requirements that world governments should 
do when faced with an influx of refugee numbers. 

 

 



Difference in terminology: 

Immigration vs Asylum 

When conversing about an immigrant it is more appropriate to use the term migrant 
which is the terminology under the UN Convention on the Rights of Migrants. The term migrant 
can be understood as “any person who lives temporarily or permanently in a country where he or 
she was not born. This definition indicates that ‘migrant’ does not refer to refugees, displaced or 
others forced or compelled to leave their homes. Migrants are people who make choices about 
when to leave and where to go” (UNESCO). A migrant would stay longer. An individual seeking 
asylum is wanting to move from their place of origins to a new location because the individual’s 
life is at stake. 

 

History: 

 The international community is attempting to act accordingly to the 1951 convention on 
human rights which helps establish rules for any host nation that has new refugees coming in 
seeking asylum.  

 On December 1948, the General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, article 14, paragraph 1, of which recognizes that, “Everyone has the right to seek and to 
enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution”, but the individual was only then beginning to 
be seen as the beneficiary of human rights in international law. In the aftermath of the Second 
World War, refugees and displaced persons were high on the international agenda, so the 
Convention relating to the status of Refugees went underway and became the first international 
agreement covering the most fundamental aspects of a refugee’s life. The global mandate is to 
make sure that countries are following with the protocols of the convention.  

  

Recent U.N involvement & Issues of Immigration from around the world: 

There are several cases of refugee/Immigration issues in various locations of the planet. 
Many cases are not all included in this background alone, but these are several sample cases that 
have been reported from different regions of the planet.  

Asia Pacific 

  There are 7.7 million people who fall under the UNHCR.  The majority of the 
refugees originate from Afghanistan and Myanmar. In Afghanistan, many Afghan citizens have 
taken refuge in neighboring countries due to the political and social unrest within the country. In 
Myanmar, the country’s ethnic groups are fleeing the country due to ethnic conflict and violence. 
There is an increase in people using irregularly the sea from Bangladesh to the Myanmar border 
by sea. In the Pacific Ocean, islands are under constant threat of losing self-determination due to 
an increase in sea levels. On March 6 2015, the President of Kiribati and the Prime minister of 
Tuvalu were joined by UN High commissioner for Human rights Flavia Pansieri to discuss on 



the topic of climate change and how it will affect the sovereignty of those two respective nations. 
Citizens living in the islands of Kiribati and Tuvalu are at risk of being overrun not by a foreign 
force, but by climate change and growing sea levels.  As such, Kiribati’s president, Anote Tong, 
has devised a plan he calls Migration with Dignity, which is supported by Australia and New 
Zealand. Kiribati citizens can travel to those countries to gain specialized training and skills. If 
and when the time comes to migrate permanently, then “they will do so on merit rather than just 
as a helpless refugee (BBC). 

Middle East & African region 

 In recent time, the Syrian refugee crisis has become a hot topic in the UN and the world. 
There are 4,052,011 million registered Syrians in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and 
North Africa. The Political instability of the Syrian authoritative government has brought the 
nation into civil war with many of its citizens being war fatigue and seeking refuge in other 
countries that are away from the violence. Many Syrians have reported that the threat of having 
family members forcefully conscripted into the military or being forced to watch in front of their 
eyes gang rapes of their family members have been factors in forcing them to leave Syria. 
Another group that is affected in the Middle East are Palestinians. Many reside in refugee camps 
According to the United Nations relief and works agency for Palestine refugees in the near East, 
“Nearly one-third of the registered Palestine refugees, more than 1.5 million individuals, live in 
58 recognized Palestine refugee camps in Jordan, Lebanon, the Syrian Arab Republic, the Gaza 
strip and the west Bank, including East Jerusalem” (UNRWA). In West Africa, progress in re-
establishing peace and security throughout Côte d'Ivoire has led to the continuous return of 
Ivorian refugees from neighboring countries since 2011. Between January 2013 and June 2014, 
some 26,000 refugees returned to Côte d'Ivoire in organized convoys. In June 2014, however, the 
repatriation operation had to be suspended because of the spread of the Ebola virus in 
neighboring Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone (UNHCR). 

Latin America region 

In Latin America, MERCOSUR countries have renewed their commitment to protect 
refugees in Brasilia, Brazil, on December 3 (UNHCR). Colombia is experiencing a displacement 
of refugees due to violence between the Colombian government and the FARC. “Despite years 
of security gains, Colombia continues to have more than 6 million people who have fled their 
homes due to violence — the highest rate in the world after Syria” (Jim Wyss). In Ecuador, 60% 
of Colombian refugees live in urban areas with the majority in Quito and Guayaqui. Although 
several EU member states have resettled Colombian refugees, the EU has not included this 
population as a priority for 2013. The EU does, however, offer substantial humanitarian aid and 
assistance via ECHO (European resettlement network).  

 

 

 

 



North America region 

 Latin Americans in North America for economic reasons are heading to the United States 
in search of a better life. In Central America, the citizens of the region run a high risk of death as 
they descend into Mexico and into the US-Mexico border. They run the risk of being capture, 
torture, raped, and killed by Mexican drug cartels. “Of particular concern is the movement of 
unaccompanied and separated children displaced by violence (UASC). Their protection and 
safety is of central importance to UNHCR's operations in countries of origin, transit and arrival” 
(UNHCR). The Dominican Republic adopted legislation in 2014 that attempts to provide a 
solution for the tens of thousands of Dominicans, the majority of whom are of Haitian descent, 
who were deprived of their nationality as a direct result of a 2013 Constitutional Court ruling. 
Gaps in its implementation may limit its impact on solutions that would restore nationality, with 
the risk of leaving these Dominicans with undetermined nationality (UNHCR). 

European region 

 In Eastern Europe particularly Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Moldova, Ukraine, 
Georgia, and the Russian Federation; UNHCR will assist in building asylum institutions in 
Armenia and strengthen the asylum systems in Azerbaijan. Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine with 
intention to comply with European standards to better approach the protection of displaced 
refugees. The focus in Georgia will mainly be the implementation of national and international 
legislations in order to assist displaced people. In the Russian Federation, the goal of the 
UNHCR is to cooperate with the Russian government and find solutions for long-term staying 
asylum seekers who cannot return to their home country right away and strengthen the national 
asylum system and have easier access to its asylum resources close to Russia’s borders.  
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Abbreviations 



ECHO- European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department 

EU-  European Union 

MERCOSUR- Southern Common Market (Mercado Comun del Sur, Mercado Comum do Sul 
Spanish/Portuguese)       

UASC-   Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children 

UNESCO- United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

UNHCR-  United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

UNWRA-  United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 

UDHR- Universal Declaration of Human Rights-  

UNCCP- United Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine 

 

 


