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English 3233: Shakespeare: The Later Plays 
July 08, 2011–August 15, 2011 
Monday–Thursday 6:00-7:55pm 

Main Building 1.104 
 
Instructor: Dr. Bernadette Andrea 
Office:  MB 2.470 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 3:30-5:00, and by appointment. 
Email:  bernadette.andrea@utsa.edu 
 
Course Description:  This course focuses on the plays Shakespeare composed during the early 
seventeenth century, roughly the last decade of his career.  As a well-seasoned playwright, he 
grappled with the challenges of tragedy and the pleasures of romance.  He also returned to his 
early interest in British history, both ancient and contemporary.  As a cluster, these plays evoke 
death and desire, pity and fear, wonder and relief.  In other words, a good read!  And, since we 
will watch modern film versions of these plays, they also offer a compelling visual experience. 
 
Alongside this rich array of Shakespeare’s late plays we will look at a series of court 
entertainments by Ben Jonson, his rival and grudging admirer.  These entertainments, known as 
“masques,” included women as performers and arguably as co-producers.  They treat themes of 
racial and ethnic difference, class conflict, and gender tensions in ways that compare and contrast 
with Shakespeare’s concerns.  They are highly allusive, and also allow us to explore more deeply 
the classical basis of Renaissance culture.  Reading Shakespeare’s plays with Jonson’s masques 
thus gives us a more complex, and more accurate, view of the performance culture during the 
most celebrated era for the English stage. 
 
Required Texts:  These books are required (i.e., you must obtain them and you must bring them 
to the classes in which we are discussing material from them, as listed in the Course Schedule 
below).  Whenever possible, I will put extra copies of these books on reserve at the JPL Library 
(Main Campus): 
 

Jonson, Ben. Masques of 
Difference: Four 

Court Masques by 
Ben Jonson 

 

Manchester 
University 

Press 

2007 978-
0719057540 

Shakespeare, William. The Norton 
Shakespeare: Vol. 
II, The Later Plays 

Norton 2nd ed., 
2008 

ISBN 978-0-
393-93145-7  

 
If you wish to use another edition of Shakespeare’s plays, please consult me first. 
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Recommended Texts:  While the following text is not required, it is highly recommended: 
 
Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed.  New York: MLA, 
2009.  ISBN-10: 1603290249 
 
The following website is also recommended for this course: 
 
Mr. William Shakespeare and the Internet <http://shakespeare.palomar.edu/>. 
 
Course Schedule:  This schedule is subject to change as the class unfolds.  All changes will be 
discussed in class; all students are responsible for keeping abreast of these changes. 
 
Class Meetings 
(M-R  6:00-7:55pm) 

Required Readings 
(All page numbers refer to the 
editions listed in “Required 
Texts” above) 

Due Dates for Assignments 
(See Assignment Sequence 
below for more details.) 

WEEK ONE   
Monday, July 11 Introduction: Syllabus  

 
The Masque of Blackness in 
Masques of Difference: Four 
Court Masques by Ben Jonson 
(91-105) 

 

Tuesday, July 12 Antony and Cleopatra, Acts 
One and Two 
 

 

Wednesday, July 13 Antony and Cleopatra, Acts 
Three and Four 
 
 

 

Thursday, July 14 Antony and Cleopatra, Act 
Five 
 
 

 

WEEK TWO   
Monday, July 18 The Masque of Queens in 

Masques of Difference: Four 
Court Masques by Ben Jonson 
(106-32) 

 

Tuesday, July 19 The Winter’s Tale, Acts One 
and Two 

 

Wednesday, July 20 The Winter’s Tale, Acts Three 
and Four  

 

Thursday, July 21 The Winter’s Tale, Act Five Abstract Due 
WEEK THREE   
Monday, July 25 The Irish Masque at Court in  
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Masques of Difference: Four 
Court Masques by Ben Jonson 
(133-40) 

Tuesday, July 26 Cymbeline, King of Britain, 
Acts One and Two 

 

Wednesday, July 27 Cymbeline, King of Britain, 
Acts Three and Four 

 

Thursday, July 28 Cymbeline, King of Britain 
Act Five 

Mid-term paper due 

WEEK FOUR   
Monday, August 1 The Masque of Gypsies 

Metamorphosed in Masques of 
Difference: Four Court 
Masques by Ben Jonson (141-
204) 
 

Mid-Term Exam (first hour of 
class) 

Tuesday, August 2 The Tempest, Acts One and 
Two 

 

Wednesday, August 3 The Tempest, Acts Three and 
Four 

 

Thursday, August 4 The Tempest, Act Five  
WEEK FIVE   
Monday, August 8 All is True (Henry VIII), Acts 

One and Two 
 

Tuesday, August 9 All is True (Henry VIII), Acts 
Three and Four 

 

Wednesday, August 10 All is True (Henry VIII), Act 
Five 

 

Thursday, August 11 Conclusion: Review Final Paper Due 
   
Friday, August 12 5:30 PM- 
8:00 PM 

 Final Exam  

   
 
Assignment Sequence: You will be evaluated in this class on a series of in-class writing 
assignments (distributed and completed in class; based on the required readings for the day); a 
mid-term exam (involving short answer, identification, and essay responses; based on the 
material covered up to the mid-term exam); a final exam (involving short answer, identification, 
and essay responses; based on the material covered from the mid-term to the final exam); and a 
final paper written in several stages that build on each other (1-2 page abstract, 4-5 page mid-
term paper, 8-10 page final paper).  I will provide additional details on all assignments in class.  
In-class writing assignments will be averaged for 25% of your final grade; each exam is worth 
25% of your final grade; and the final paper is worth 25 % of your grade (abstract 5%; mid-term 
paper 10%; final paper 10%).  I use a standard grade scale, which I will post for your reference.   
 



 4 

Your abstract, mid-term paper, and final paper must be in MLA Style, using 12-point font 
(Times New Roman or equivalent), one-inch margins, double spaced, etc.  They must be 
submitted in class or to the staff in the English department main office (who will date stamp it 
and put it in my mailbox) on the day listed in the Course Schedule above. Late assignments will 
be subject to a cumulative grade reduction for each day submitted past the deadline. All papers 
must be submitted as hard copies; do not email attachments. 
 
Please note that neither instructors nor office staff can report final grades by telephone, mail, 
email, or fax.  
 
Policies:  Our classroom policies are based on department, college, and university policies.  
They are meant to optimize the learning experience for each class member.  If you have any 
questions or comments about these policies, please do not hesitate to speak with me.  
 

• Attendance: This course assumes an interactive approach in its structure, which builds 
each class upon previous classes, and in its presentation, which requires engaged 
participation from all members of the class.  Your presence is essential to the success of 
this course, and therefore to your success in it.  Hence, attendance at all class sessions is 
required; unexcused absences (including habitual tardiness) will result a 1% reduction of 
your grade for each class hour missed.  Valid excuses for missing class include 
documented medical reasons, authorized university activities, military service, and 
established religious holidays (“Class Attendance Policies,” UTSA Handbook of 
Operating Procedures).  If you must be absent for a legitimate reason, you must inform 
me prior or provide documentation afterwards.  You are responsible for making up any 
work missed, and must consult me as soon as possible about making arrangements to do 
so (i.e., you will not be able to make up accumulated missed assignments at the end of the 
semester). 

 
• Classroom Environment: The Provost’s statement on “Civility in the Classroom” states 

that “students are expected to assist in maintaining a classroom environment that is 
conducive to learning.  To assure all students have the opportunity to gain from time 
spent in class, students are prohibited from engaging in any form of distraction.  
Inappropriate behavior in the classroom shall result, minimally, in a request to leave 
class.”  Our goal is to create a classroom that fosters mutual respect among all 
participants.  We may have differences of interests, approaches, ideologies, politics, 
academic experience, and personal backgrounds.  However, we will seek to engage these 
differences from intellectually open and informed perspectives, and refrain from 
disruptive behaviors such as excessive tardiness or leaving class early, making offensive 
remarks, missing deadlines, prolonged chatting, reading newspapers during class, 
sleeping, dominating discussion, shuffling backpacks and notebooks, and overt 
inattentiveness (all examples listed in the Provost’s statement on “Civility in the 
Classroom”).  Naturally, if you have a legitimate reason for being late, leaving class 
early, or missing a deadline, you should inform me in advance so we can make 
alternative arrangements.  If you have concerns about the course, the instructor, or other 
students, you are invited to express your concerns in a constructive manner to me.  I am 
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open to suggestions at any point in the semester about modifying the course to best suit 
the participants’ needs and interests. 

 
• Disability Services: Support services, including registration assistance and equipment, 

are available to students with documented disabilities through the Office of Disabled 
Student Services (DSS), MS 2.03.19.  Students are encouraged to contact that office at 
458-4157 prior to starting classes to make arrangements, though they can contact the 
office at any time. 

 
• Electronic Equipment: Laptops are permitted in the classroom only to take notes or to 

consult electronic versions of required texts for the class and only with the explicit 
permission of the instructor. They are not to be used for activities unrelated to the course 
(websurfing, checking email, working on assignments related to other classes, etc.).  Such 
activities interfere with the classroom experience for everybody, particularly in a seminar 
setting.  Students who engage in non-class related activities will not be allowed to use 
their laptop in subsequent classes and may face a reduction of their participation grade.  
This policy relates to similar electronic devices, including cell phones (no texting during 
class, etc.).  In addition, please let me know in advance if you are recording the lecture.  
This syllabus cannot be posted on the internet or otherwise distributed without the 
instructor’s written permission nor can any recordings of the lectures. 

 
• Plagiarism and Collusion:  UTSA defines “scholastic dishonesty” as including but not 

limited to “cheating, plagiarism, collusion, falsifying academic records, and any act 
designed to give unfair advantage to the student (such as, but not limited to, submission 
of essentially the same written assignment for two courses without the prior permission 
of the instructor, providing false or misleading information in an effort to receive a 
postponement or an extension on a test, quiz, or other assignment), or the attempt to 
commit such an act.”  For more details, see the UTSA Student Code of Conduct at 
http://www.utsa.edu/infoguide/appendices/b.html.  

 
• Tomás Rivera Center: I encourage you to utilize the following Tomás Rivera Center’s 

(TRC) academic support services for assistance in study strategies and course content.  
These services are available to you at no additional cost.  For more information regarding 
these services, please visit the TRC web site at www.utsa.edu/trcss.  
• Learning Assistance provides one-on-one study skills assistance through Academic 

Coaching and group study skills assistance through Expert Learner Series 
Workshops. 

• Supplemental Instruction (SI) offers student-led study groups using collaborative 
learning for historically difficult classes.   

• Tutoring Services provides walk-in tutoring in a variety of subjects with several 
locations from which to choose. 

• If you are taking classes at the DT Campus, the TRC Downtown offers a variety of 
services to assist you.  

 


