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Intro to Literature - ENG 2013 - 91F & 92F (Hybrid) 
In-Class Meetings: 

91F:  11:00-12:30 pm MWF - DT 2.304 – Dwntn Campus 
92F:  12:45-2:15 pm MWF - DT 2.304 – Dwntn Campus 

 
Instructor: Dr. Ken Burchenal   Office: TBA 
E-mail: ken.burchenal@utsa.edu    Off. Hours: MWF 2:30pm  
 
Course Description 
This course introduces students to the traditional terminology and methods of 
Literary Study. In short, we will learn and practice the prevailing modes of scholarly 
work in the field of literature.  This course focuses upon careful, critical reading 
combined with compulsory interaction with me during lectures, therefore keeping 
up with the assignments and class attendance is crucial. This course is designed to 
give students a foundation for further scholarly labor in the Liberal arts, although 
our primary focus will be the analysis of literature.  
More specifically, you will: 

1) Learn the terminology and conventions associated with the major literary 
genres. 

2) Learn the terminology, theory, and rhetorical conventions of literary study in 
general. 
3) Practice these conventions in class, your journals, and by writing your own 
critical essays 
4) To learn efficient reading and analytical skills for this discipline 
5) To improve your academic writing skills in general  

Prerequisite 

• Freshman Composition I and II 

Textbook & Course Materials 

Required Text (bring to every class meeting) 

 The Norton Introduction to Literature, shorter 10th ed. Booth et al eds.   
 ISBN#: 978-0-393-93514-1 (pbk) 

 
6 Parscore Quiz grading sheets (pink), and 2 Parscore form X-101-864  
 
Your reading journal and materials to take notes. 
 
• Other readings and assignments will be made available in 

Blackboard Learning Modules. 

Computer Requirements 

• Internet connection (DSL, LAN, or cable connection desirable) 

• Access to Blackboard 
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Hybrid Course Structure 

This course is designed to provide a “hybrid” experience, including 
both in-class, face-to-face (F2F) and online activities.  Most of your 
direct contact with me will be during our class meetings although I will 
hold office hours every day we have F2F meetings.  You may, of 
course, email me whenever you want at ken.burchenal@utsa.edu  

Online sessions will be a blend of self-paced and group activities 
using Blackboard and other Web sites. Between classroom sessions 
you will be required to do the assigned readings, view the online 
lectures, create reading journals and comment upon the journals of 
other students, and complete other activities as detailed in the 
schedule of assignments.   I will assume you have completed the 
online assignments before our Tuesday face-to-face sessions; it will be 
very difficult to follow my Tuesday lectures if you have not completed 
the online work, much less pass the quiz if there is one. You will be 
responsible for getting the online portion of the course 
completed within the deadlines provided in spite of any 
computing problems you may encounter deriving from your

Face-to-face sessions will be held Tuesdays on the UTSA campus in 
DT 2.302 at the Downtown campus.  These sessions will include 
additional lecturing, discussion groups, quizzes, and important 
instructions about online assignments.  Different material will 
presented during the face-to-face sessions than online, so it is a 
mistake to think you can pass the tests based solely on the material 
delivered online. 

 
computer, internet access, software deficiencies, etc.  Any 
computing difficulties or failures caused by me or UTSA will, of course, 
not be held against you.  This means you need to try to do the work 
assigned in time to troubleshoot computing difficulties and then 
complete the assignments before they are due. 

Blackboard Access 

This course will be delivered partially online through a course 
management system named Blackboard.  

To access this course on Blackboard you will need access to the 
Internet and a supported Web browser (Internet Explorer, Firefox, 
Safari).  To ensure that you are using a supported browser and have 
required plug-ins please run the Browser Check from your Blackboard 
course.  Refer to the Blackboard Browser Tune-up page for 
instructions.  
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Graded Course Activities 

Your final grade will be determined according to the following formula: 
1) Journal      –  20% 

You will write, then upload weekly journal entries onto our Blackboard site 
and bring hard copies of these entries with you to every F2F class 
meeting; how you accomplish these tasks will be up to you, though I 
make some suggestions below in the section which addresses Blackboard. 
You will also have to respond to two journal entries of your fellow students 
each week.  Detailed directions about how to get full credit for these tasks 
are included in the learning module for each week. 

2) Class Participation    - 10% 
You will receive a grade for your class participation via in-class discussions 
and exercises as well as some group activities online.  Being absent or 
unable (for whatever reason) to participate during in-class activities will 
lower this portion of your grade.  Don’t worry; if you are not the kind of 
person who speaks up in class, ask about other ways to improve your 
participation grade.  Your grade for the two group projects will also be 
included in this portion of your final grade. 

3) Quizzes    - 20% 
You will take brief quizzes on the reading assignments every week on Bb.  
These quizzes will give you credit for reading the homework on time.  
Quizzes will not test your ability to interpret literature, only your ability to 
retain basic terminology from the text book and simple questions about 
plot, character names, setting, etc. from the literary works. In other 
words, they will be very easy if you read and take notes.  I will also 
occasionally give brief quizzes during our F2F sessions, to encourage both 
attendance and note-taking. You will take these quizzes on a Parscore 
answer sheet, so you are required to bring at least one sheet to every 
class meeting; I will not provide answer sheets.  If you have a legitimate 
reason for absence or being unable to take the quiz online, you may 
arrange to take up to two quizzes missed during F2F class time. Send me 
an email which includes your name, class, quiz missed, and the legitimate 
reason you were unable to complete the work. 

4) Mid-Term Test   - 20%                                   
This will be a multiple choice test that documents your understanding of 
the terminology, theories, and generic conventions associated with literary 
study.   

5) Final Exam   - 30% 
This will be an exam comprised of multiple choice and essay questions.  
We will take this exam in our in our regular classroom.  There will be no 
make-ups for the final. 

Viewing Grades in Blackboard 

Points you receive for graded activities will be posted to the Blackboard 
Grade Book. Click on the My Grades link on the left navigation to view 
your points.  Not all graded activities - notably “class participation” and 
the journal grades - will be published immediately.   
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Attend Class Meetings 

Students are expected to attend all online and face-to-face class 
sessions as listed on the course calendar. Attendance at face-to-face 
class meetings and participation in online activities is essential for the 
success of the hybrid experience.  Attendance is required.  If you have 
more than four unexcused absences 20 pts can be subtracted from 
your participation grade; further unexcused absences will lower your 
grade further. If you must be absent, send me an email at 
ken.burchenal@utsa.edu (I never check my Blackboard email) 
stating your legitimate reason to be excused; doing so insures your 
right to make up or submit any work that would have been handed in.  
I will acknowledge receipt of these emails but not respond to your 
reasons for absence unless they are inadequate to justify missing the 
class period.  Hand in any late work at the next class period  and 
arrange a time to make up other work you may have missed, such as 
a quiz.  You are responsible for work assigned or changes in 
assignments made in your absence, so you need to check with me or 
another student if you miss class.  Being absent does not automatically 
release you from pending due assignments. 

Understand When You May Drop This Course 

It is the student’s responsibility to understand when they need to consider 
dropping a course. Refer to the UTSA Course Schedule for dates and 
deadlines for registration. After this period, a serious and compelling reason 
is required to drop from the course. Serious and compelling reasons includes: 
(1) documented and significant change in work hours, leaving student unable 
to attend class, or (2) documented and severe physical/mental illness/injury 
to the student or student’s family.  I will not drop you from the course 
for any reason; if you are failing from lack of attendance or just poor 
performance, make sure you withdraw before the deadlines. 
Incompletes are only given in advance and under extreme 
circumstances. 

Inform Your Instructor of Any Accommodations Needed 

If you have a documented disability and verification from the Office of 
Disability Services, and wish to discuss academic accommodations, 
please contact your instructor as soon as possible. It is the student’s 
responsibility to provide documentation of disability to ODS and meet 
with a ODS counselor to request special accommodation before classes 
start. 

Use of Electronic Devices in Classroom 

 Turn off cell phones, pagers, notepads, and other electronic gadgets  
 before you enter class; take your ear buds out, don’t text people, don’t 
 check your Facebook page. You may use computers to take class 
 notes, but if you use them for ANY other reason, you will lose the 
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 privilege for the rest of the course.  You also may not do online work 
 for this class while in the F2F classroom. 

Commit to Integrity 

 The University expects every student to maintain a high standard of 
 individual integrity for work done.  Scholastic dishonesty is a serious offense 
 which includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test or other class work,  
 plagiarism (the appropriation of another's work and the unauthorized 
 incorporation of that work in one's own work), and collusion (the  
 unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing college work 
 offered for credit).  In cases of scholastic dishonesty, the faculty member 
 responsible for the class is directed by UTSA policy to initiate disciplinary 
 proceedings against the student. 



 

 Page 6 

 


	Prerequisite
	Textbook & Course Materials
	Required Text (bring to every class meeting)

	Computer Requirements
	Hybrid Course Structure
	Blackboard Access
	Graded Course Activities
	Viewing Grades in Blackboard

	Attend Class Meetings
	Understand When You May Drop This Course
	Inform Your Instructor of Any Accommodations Needed
	Use of Electronic Devices in Classroom
	Commit to Integrity

