
English 3113 Individual Authors: 
The Bronte Sisters             Fall 2010 
University of Texas-San Antonio  1604      HSS 3.04.22   
 
Karen Dodwell, Ph.D.        Office Phone:  210 458 5364   
Office:  MB 2.476     Office hrs:  MWF 10–11 and by appt  
Use MAIL feature in Blackboard for email.   
 

Course Description in UTSA Catalogue 
(3-0) 3 hours credit. Prerequisite: Completion of the Core 
Curriculum requirement in literature.  Study of the works 
of an individual British or American author or of several 
authors examined in relation to one another. May be 
repeated for credit when authors vary. 
 

Course Objectives 

 Understand the lives and literary accomplishments 
of the Bronte sisters 

 Become intellectually adaptable by exploring major 
themes in the literature of the Bronte sisters  

 Position the novels of the Bronte sisters within the 
religious, political, gender, and social class issues of 
nineteenth-century England 

 Develop a scholarly vocabulary and voice for 
discussing and writing about  literature 

 Acquire skills in close reading, synthesizing 
information, textual analysis, research, bibliography 
that will advance a professional career   

 Read criticism of the Bronte sister novels and insert 
one’s own argument into a critical discussion.   

 
Texts 

The Bronte Sisters:  Three Novels 
Jane Eyre, Wuthering Heights, and Agnes Grey 
 2010;  Penguine       ISBN:9780143105831  
 
The Professor        Charlotte Bronte 
2008;   Oxford University Press   ISBN:9780199536672  
 
The Brontes        Patricia Ingham 
2008;  Oxford University Press  ISBN:9780199536665  
 
Also see study guides and guidelines on Blackboard. 
 

Course Policies 

 Attendance is important.  Roll will be taken in every 
class, and the class participation grade requires 
class attendance.  

 Dropping the course by the specified UTSA 
deadline is the responsibility of the student.  
Students who do not drop before published drop 
dates will receive a grade in the course, even if they 
have quit attending.  Students should check the 
UTSA website for relevant drop dates 

 Support services, including registration assistance 
and equipment, are available to students with 
documented disabilities through the Office of 
Disabled Student Services (DSS), MS 2.03.18.  
Students are encouraged to contact that office at 
458-4157 early in the semester.  Also see 
http://www.utsa.edu/disability/students.htm 

 Plagiarism will not be tolerated and may result in an 
―F‖ for the course.  Plagiarism consists of heating on 
an exam, copying another student’s work, copying a 
paper off the internet; not documenting the ideas 
and opinions of other writers—even when not 
quoting them directly. To access the UTSA 
scholastic dishonesty policy, go to the following site 
and scroll down to Section 203:   
http://www.utsa.edu/infoguide/appendices/b.html 

 Laptops are not allowed in the class room 
because of complaints received from students 
regarding flashing screens and noisy key pads.   
 

Grades 
Letter grades will be assigned as follows: 
A = 90 – 100 points     B = 80 –89.9 points  
C = 70 – 79.9 points  D = 60 – 69.9 points  
F = Below 60 points  
 

Course Requirements 
Class participation      15% Test #1         10% 
Response to prompts   15% Test #2          10% 
Formal paper  30%  Final Exam   20%  
 
Class participation - may include quizzes, in-class 
writing, group work, panel discussions, visual 
presentations, and class discussions.  Class 
participation activities are not scheduled on the course 
calendar. Students must be present to earn the points.  
Students need 100 points to earn the maximum points 
for class participation.  Over 100 points worth of 
activities will be offered.  Students may earn a maximum 
of 100 points.  
 
Response to prompts will be listed under 
ASSIGNMENTS in Blackboard.  Students should submit 
the written assignment by the due date in the Blackboard 
environment (not via email). Each of the seven 
assignments listed are worth 20 points, and students 
need to complete any five of the seven assignments to 
earn the 100 points of credit.  Only five assignments may 
be submitted.   Students who cannot get Blackboard to 
work, must bring in the assignment printed out on the 
due date and submit it to the instructor before class 
begins. Handwritten and late assignments are not 
accepted because the content is discussed in class on 
the due date.   
 
Tests #1, #2, and the final exam will contain brief 
identification, multiple choice, true/false questions, short 
responses, and long essays. Students may be asked to 
submit the long essay component of the exam on 
Blackboard by the test date.  Students are responsible 
for meeting with the instructor in person to arrange for a 
makeup exam.  The makeup exam may be different from 
the exam taken during the regularly scheduled time.   
 
The formal paper is an argument paper about one or 
more literary texts. Students will develop topics from 
lectures, class discussion, Blackboard prompt writing, 
and critical sources. Information from at least five 
secondary sources must be documented using MLA 



style. Page length = 7 pages.  More details are posted 
on Blackboard ASSIGNMENTS.   
 
The formal paper must be submitted in Blackboard by 
pasting the text in the submission box and by attaching a 
file.   
 
The formal paper is excused from point penalties for 
the following UTSA approved reasons:  A student can 
verify an incapacitating physical illness or death in the 
family. A student will be absent for religious reasons or 
to conduct official University business.  The student 
should make arrangements with the instructor before the 
religious or University business absences in order to 
avoid late point penalties. 
 
Unexcused late formal papers receive the following 
point penalties:   

Within 24 hours of due date & time  =  5 points  
Within 48 hours of due date & time = 10 points 
Over 48 hours past due date =  15 points  

The last possible date and time to submit the paper is  
December 5, Sunday at 11: 59 p.m. 
 
 

Reading Schedule 
Aug 25 W –  Introduction to course  
 

The Brontes’ lives and The Professor 
Aug 27 F -  Ingham, Chapter 1, ―Lives of Charlotte, 
Emily, and Anne Bronte 
 
Aug 30 M –  Ingham, Chapter 1 continued 
Sep 1 W – Ingham, Chapter 6, ―The Brontes and the 
Psyche:  Mind and Body‖ 
Sep 3 F – Ingham, pp 60-66 in Chapter 2, ―Madness and 
the Mind‖  and pp. 146 – 152 in Chapter 5, ―Masculinity‖ 
Response to prompt due before class; see 
Blackboard ASSIGMENTS 
 
Sep 6 M – No class; Labor Day 
Sep 8 W  The Professor, Chapters 1 -6 
Sep 10 F The Professor, Chapters 7 – 12 
 
Sep 13 M The Professor, Chapters 13 - 19 
Sep 15 W – The Professor, Chapters 20 – 25 (the end) 
Sep 17 F -  Test 1 

 

Agnes Grey 
Sep 20 M Ingham, Chapter 2, ―The Fabric of Society‖ 
Sep 22 W  Ingham, Chapter 4, ―The Brontes’ Novels and 
Social Class‖ 
Sep 24 F  Ingham, Chapter 5, ―Gender, Nationality, and 
Race in the Brontes’ Novels,‖  pp 128 – 141; Response 
to prompt due before class; see Blackboard 
ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Sep 27 M – Agnes Grey, Chapters 1 - 7 
Sep 28 W – Agnes Grey, Chapters 8 – 14 
Oct 1 F –    Agnes Grey, Chapter 15 - end 
 
Oct 4 M – Test 2 

Jane Eyre 
Oct 6 W – Ingham, Chapter 3, ―The Literary Context‖ 
Oct 8 F  - Ingham, Chapter 7, ―Religion in the Brontes’ 
Works, pp. 184 – 207  and Chapter 5, pp 141-146, 
―Eastern Feminity and Jane Eyre”; Response to prompt 
due before class; see Blackboard ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Oct 11 M  Jane Eyre, Chapters 1 - 8 
Oct 13 W  Jane Eyre, Chapters 9 - 15 
Oct 15 F   Jane Eyre, Chapters 16 - 22 
 
Oct 18 M  Jane Eyre, Chapters 23 - 27 
Oct 20 W  Jane Eyre, Chapters 28 - 33 
Oct 22 F  Jane Eyre, Chapters 34 - 38 
 
Oct 25 M  Panel discussions on critical articles; 
Response to prompt due before class; see 
Blackboard ASSIGNMENTS 
Oct 27 W  Panel discussions on critical articles 

 

Wuthering Heights 
Oct 29 F  Ingham, Chapter 7, pp 207 – 214, ―Wuthering 
Heights and Christianity‖;  lecture in class on the dark 
side of Romanticism. 
 
Nov 1 M   Wuthering Heights, Chapters 1 -4 
Nov 3 W   Wuthering Heights, 5 - 9 
Nov 5 F    Wuthering Heights, 10 – 14  (End of Vol I) 
Response to prompt due before class; see 
Blackboard ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Nov 8 M   Wuthering Heights, Chapters 1 - 8 
Nov 10 W Wuthering Heights, 9 - 16 
Nov 12 F  Wuthering Heights, 17 – 22 (End of Vol 2) 
 
Nov 15 M   Panel discussions on critical articles 
Response to prompt due before class; see 
Blackboard ASSIGNMENTS 
Nov 17 W   Panel discussions on critical articles 

Nov 19 F    Review the nuts and bolts of paper writing,  

 

A Last Look at the Brontes 
Nov 22 M  Formal paper due on Blackboard; see 
ASSIGNMENTS;  Evaluating the Brontes on youtube in 
class 
Nov 24 W   The Brontes on youtube in class 
Nov 26 F  No class; Thanksgiving holiday 
 
Nov 29 M   
Dec 1 W  Ingham, Chapter 8, ―Recontextualizing the 
Brontes‖  Response to prompt due before class; see 
Blackboard  
Dec 3 F  Ingham, Chap 8 cont’d and review for final 

 
Final Exam:    


