
Lynn Oliver — Professor, Undergraduate - Theatre
 A Texas native who graduated from Douglas Mac Arthur High School in San Antonio, she 
received her Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Houston with a Theatre Major and an 
Educational Psychology minor. She also took additional Graduate coursework in Educational 
Theatre at NYU and Graduate design courses at Texas State University. In New York she studied 
acting with Stella Adler, audition techniques with Michael Shurtleff, as well as classes with the 
Herbert Berghof Studios and Lee Strasberg’s Institute. 
 Mrs. Oliver was for many years a professional actress and singer, who is still a proud 
member of Actors’ Equity Association and a former nationally elected Councilor, serving for ten 
years on the governing body of the Union. She is also a member of Screen Actors Guild and the 
American Federation of Television and Radio Artists. For many years she was privileged to 
participate as a voter for the Tony Awards. 

 Her most recent appearance was as an  “acting alumni” in the opening number of the Special 50th Anniversary 
Tribute Benefit Show for the Zilker Summer Musicals at the Long Center for the Performing Arts in Austin, Texas.  
Professionally she was privileged to work several times with Joseph Papp’s Public Theatre and in the New York 
Shakespeare Festival’s Production of “Three Penny Opera” at the Lincoln Center, which included notable cast members 
Raul Julia, Blair Brown, Kevin Kline, Phillip Bosco and Ellen Green. She also enjoyed working with Christopher Lloyd both 
in The New Jersey Shakespeare Theatre’s production of “Marat Sade” and in the Public Theatre Production of David 
Rabe’s “In the Boom Boom Room”. She spent two seasons as a professional company member of The Yale Repertory 
Theatre, working with Robert Brustein, Alvin Epstein, Tom Hill, Carmen De Lavallade, Walt Jones and Ron Daniels while 
mentoring many talented MFA students. In addition to playing Cassandra in Shakespeare’s “Troilus and Cressida”, Mrs. 
Oliver had leading roles in “Bingo”, “General Gorgeous”, “Walk The Dog Willie”, “Durango Flash” and supporting role in 
Brecht’s “Mister Puntila and His Chauffeur Matti”. 
 Mrs. Oliver had a leading role in the Broadway production of Greg Antonacci’s “Dance With Me” and took leading 
roles in numerous Off-Broadway and Summer Stock productions (her personal favorite Guinevere in “Camelot”). She 
performed often with Playwrights Horizons, the W.P.A., St. Clements, The Theatre For The New City, and Ellen Stewart’s 
La MaMa E.T.C.  She was honored to perform La MaMa’s production of Lamar Alford’s “Thoughts” first at the 
Washington Theatre Club and then at the 1974 International Theatre Festival in the Caracas’ (Venezuela) Opera House, 
before touring and finally taking the show back to Lincoln Center in New York.  She was also employed on several 
Equity’s Children’s Theatre Contracts, notably touring for a year with Fran and Barry Weisler’s National Theatre 
Company. 
 Costume design is also of special interest to Mrs. Oliver. She has designed shows for Vinette Carrol, Pearl Lange, The 
New Jersey Shakespeare Festival, and the Taft –California– Children’s Theatre. Additionally, she worked as an Assistant /
Shopper for a number of major award winning costume designers for Broadway productions and major Motion Pictures
such as Theoni V. Aldredge, Ann Roth, and Patricia Zipprodt. 
 She worked in New York and Los Angeles for over a dozen years as a theatrical Agent representing actors, writers 
and directors in Theater, Television, and Film production. Her job entailed promoting careers, soliciting auditions, 
negotiating employment, contracts, and attending performances, visiting film lots and being present for television 
tapings. This experience made her realize that what she wanted to do was to teach and nurture artists. Coming full circle
she found herself back in Texas and teaching Theatre. 
 Returning to Texas, she assumed the position of Theatre Arts Director at William Howard Taft High School in 1998, 
retiring in June 2011 after thirteen years. At Taft H.S. she had the opportunity to collaborate and guide wonderful and 
talented students in the discovery, understanding, and application of the dramatic art which we call Theater. In the 
socializing process of educational Theater, students developed team work skills (ensemble building), creative problem
solving skills (performance / production and design), an integrated sense of art and literature in human history (research 
/ reading). The objective was the development of individual self-confidence, self-discipline, and critical thinking in an 
entertaining and creative environment.
 During her tenure at Taft High School, Mrs. Oliver’s students and ensembles won numerous individual and ensemble 
awards, and scholarships, both in UIL One Act Play meets, and at Texas State Thespian Festivals, and in two National 
Thespian Festivals, Musical Duet in 2010, and Solo Musical in 2011. The 2011 student winner also obtained a National 
scholarship. She was a Member of the Adult Advisory Board of the Texas Thespian Chapter of the International Thespian 
Society in 2010, while one of her Students was a member of the Student Texas State Thespian Board the same year.

 Mrs. Oliver is happy to be joining the faculty of the University of Texas at San Antonio. She looks forward to 
collaborating with a new generation of student artists. 


