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Stereotypes of Japanese femininity are observed worldwide in images and 
caricaturesperpetuated by the anime and manga phenomena. In line with more traditional 
stereotypes, thetypical Japanese woman is dependent, submissive, homebound and approval-
seeking (Bresnahan et al. 2006, Teshigawara 2003). The prototype for hegemonic Japanese 
femininity in this work isthe kawaii garu, Cute Girl. Cute Girls are characterized by sweetness, 
gentleness, beauty andaesthetic appeal; Hello Kitty paraphernalia and images are ubiquitous. 
This talk investigates how a group of young Japanese women construct a gendered identity in 
opposition to these stereotypical female constructs: the Anti-Cute Girl. The Anti-Cute Girl 
isdirect and confident, and crucially, she not only speaks English but learned it abroad. This is 
aparticularly important trait of the Anti-Cute identity because it is representative of someone 
who is confident and adventurous.  

To account for individuals who challenge hegemonic gender expectations, Bucholtz and 
Hall(2005) suggest five principles for the sociolinguistic analysis of identity: emergence, 
positionality, indexicality, relationality and partialness. This framework is operationalized 
hereto examine the ‘textual identities’ (Lam 2000) of three central members of a tightly-knit 
group offriends who have studied English in Canada and who have since returned to Japan. The 
datacome from Facebook, a highly participatory, agentive and dialogic resource. Features 
examined include language choice as well as lexical, thematic, and paralinguistic aspects of 
onlinedialogue. The data reveal that the Anti-Cute identity emerges as an effect of complex 
social and cultural structures, as opposed to a static sum of parts. This is best understood in the 
ways in which their language practices do not reflect the social category to which they would 
normatively be assigned. Thus, this research highlights how online communities of 
practiceenable participants to draw on available semiotic resources for their own collaboration 
and self-presentation.  
  


