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This study investigates variation and change in Spanish.  More specifically, it examines 

the tendency of different dialects to extend the present perfect tense to other contexts of the 
past, a phenomenon also attested in other Romance languages (Bybee, Perkins & Pagliuca 
1994, Escobar 1997).  In this paper I compare, through a variationist approach, the use of the 
present perfect in the Spanish of three capital cities, Buenos Aires, Mexico City and Madrid, 
based on the production of this variable in personal internet blogs. This relatively new form of 
communication contains elements of both written and spoken language, producing a discourse 
characterized by a mixture of the two.  The results of this investigation provides striking 
similarities with the results from previous studies based on sociolinguistic interviews (for 
example, Schwenter & Torres 2008), which validates the use of blogs as a novel but reliable 
source for the study of vernacular speech.  

A total of 3019 tokens were extracted and submitted to Varbrul.  Results allow the 
abstraction of a continuum of development of the present perfect, confirming within the blogs 
that which has been claimed in previous works (Serrano 1996, Cartagena 1999, Schwenter & 
Torres 2008): While speakers from Madrid tend to extend the present perfect toward the past, 
carrying out functions that were previously reserved for the preterite, the opposite phenomenon 
occurs in the speech of Buenos Aires, in which the preterite has the tendency to extend toward 
the present, acquiring functions that are traditionally present perfect. Speakers of Mexico City 
have the tendency to maintain the canonical functions of both the present perfect and the 
preterite. This cross-dialect study confirms these tendencies based on rigorously equivalent 
methods of data collection and analysis, establishing and ranking the factors that condition the 
realization of this variable within and across these three dialects.  
 


