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The use of English has been a typical phenomenon of Japanese pop music for the past 

several decades, and it is particularly prevalent in Japanese Hip Hop.  Manabe (2006) observes 
that Japanese rappers often use English interjections such as “Yes, yes, y’all,” “Check it out,” 
“Oh yeah,” and “And you don’t stop.”  In this paper we will demonstrate that the use of English 
by Hip Hop musicians is no longer restricted to the case of borrowing English words and 
phrases, but it shares a number of characteristics of full-fledged intrasentential code-switching 
between English and Japanese, as has been discussed by Nishimura (1990, 1995, 1997, 2006) in 
her analysis of code-switching among second-generation Canadian Japanese.  The phenomenon 
has been particularly distinct among the Hip Hop musicians who have been grown up in 
bilingual environments.  We will focus on three bilingual Hip Hop groups:  Heartsdales, RIZE, 
and M-Flo.  In contrast to monolingual Japanese musicians, bilingual rappers use English 
phrases preserving and integrating them into the grammar of both languages.  For example, 
determiners such as “a” and “the” are used before Japanese nouns; a sentence-final particle 
appears at the end of an English sentence; comparative and superlative phrases containing 
words in both languages occur, sometimes further embedded in fragments in both languages; 
and sentences and phrases with overlapping expressions in both languages appear.  We shall 
discuss these observations from the theoretical perspectives of Nishimura (1986), Azuma 
(2001), Myers-Scotton (2001), Winford (2003), and MacSwan & Colina (to appear), among 
others, shedding light on to what extent current theories of code-switching can predict similar 
phenomena in hip-hop lyrics.  Furthermore, we will touch on the issue of how rhyming patterns 
that are often required in hip-hop lyrics interact with code-switching phenomenon in Japanese.  
  
  
 


