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A recent study by Guy (2009) pioneered the study of co-variables in the analysis of 

linguistic variation and change. His study targeted stable prestige variables and compared 
females and males. The results were unexpected: use of a prestige variant by a particular speaker 
was not highly correlated with the use of a prestige variant of another variable by that same 
speaker, although women showed higher correlations than men. In this paper we add to this 
research by testing co-variables in the context of linguistic change. According to Labov 
(2001:356) the leaders of linguistic change are women who are “at the center of their social 
networks, who other people frequently refer to, with a wider range of social connections than 
others.” Do the shared social characteristics of innovators lead to a coherent set of innovative 
variants in their speech?   To answer this question, we targeted four known morphosyntactic 
changes in progress (quotative be like, intensifier so, deontic have to and stative possessive 
have). Basing our analysis on previous findings, we calculated the probability of each innovative 
variant by individual for each variable. Then, modelling our procedure on Guy’s (2009) method, 
we calculated the (Pearson) correlation coefficient for the leaders (those with factor weights of 
.70 or higher) for all pairs of variables for all speakers and for male and female speakers 
separately.   The results show that most r values are less than .30, indicating that similar to stable 
prestige variables, individuals have remarkably little coherence in their variant choice in changes 
in progress whether male or female. However, when the changes are split by type, new and 
vigorous innovations (e.g. so and be like) show stronger correlations than older changes (have to 
and have) revealing that the crest of an advancing change has a unique social and linguistic 
coherence.    


