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The factors that constrain subject-verb or verb-subject word order in Spanish have been 

the focus of previous variationist studies (e.g. Bolinger, 1991; Delbecque, 1988; Silva-Corvalán, 
1982), and the word order of intransitive verbs has recently received particular attention (e.g. 
Rivas, 2008, Mayoral Hernández, 2006; Ocampo, 2005). While a number of syntactic and 
pragmatic factors have been observed to constrain the variable use of preverbal or postverbal 
subjects with intransitive verbs, other relevant factors, such as Sorace’s (2000, 2004) continuum 
of lexico-semantic notions underlying unaccusativity, have not been thoroughly investigated.   

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the language-internal and language-external 
factors that constrain word order variation in Bajío Mexican Spanish. Bajío Mexican Spanish is 
spoken in a region where cyclical migrants returning from the U.S. have been reported to 
influence the Spanish of the area (see Matus-Mendoza, 2002, 2004). This present study not only 
tests Sorace’s continuum, which ranges from unaccusative or ‘presentational’ verbs (e.g. llegar 
‘to arrive’) to more agentive unergative verbs (e.g. hablar ‘to speak’), but also investigates the 
effect that cyclical migrants have on the word orders produced in their source communities in 
Mexico.   

For this study, 29 speakers of Bajío Mexican Spanish residing in the state of Guanajuato, 
Mexico, participated in a speaking task, and 1225 tokens of intransitive verbs were analyzed with 
Goldvarb X (Sankoff et al. 2005). The analysis reveals that focus type, definiteness, NP weight, 
the position of adverbial phrases, and the verb categories of Sorace’s hierarchy are found to 
significantly influence the word order. This study is an important addition to current research 
because it not only examines an understudied continuum of unaccusativity, but because it points 
to cyclical migrants as contributors to linguistic change in monolingual communities.  
 


