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Despite numerous sociolinguistic studies on the speech of various parts of Mexico, the 

state of Veracruz remains understudied.  This region constitutes a rich research ground where 
Mainland and Coastal Spanish varieties coexist.  This study intends to contribute to the 
sociolinguistic exploration of the state of Veracuz, recently initiated by Brizuela Casimir (2008).  

We first present a study of Veracruz Spanish self-perception adapting the methodology 
used by Niedzielski and Preston (2000:63).  Teenage to elderly Veracruzanos were asked to rate 
as m(and least) correct, and pleasant the Spanish spoken in their home state, the Republic of 
Mexicoand the rest of the Hispanic world.  The speech of Xalapa, the state capital, is rated as the 
mostpleasant in the state.  In line with perceptions traditionally held in the Hispanic world 
(Orozco 2004:51), Xalapa speech, is also perceived as the most correct while that of the coastal 
regions is considered the least correct in Veracruz state.  Contrariwise, the speech of Mexico 
City is ratedthe least correct in the Republic of Mexico, closely followed by that of the northern 
regionsAlthough it registers high ratings in terms of correctness and pleasantness, Spain is also 
perceiveas having the least correct speech, closely followed by Argentina.  Likewise, statewide, 
nationwide, and internationally, some speech varieties are simultaneously rated as pleasant 
andleast correct.  

The results suggest that Veracruzanos, and Mexicans in general, have a high degree of 
lingself-confidence, analogous to that of Michiganders (Preston 1993:345).  They also appear to 
ha high degree of isoglossic awareness.  These results open the door so subsequent resewhich, 
among other things, would explore linguistic variation in communities with condegrees of 
prestige.  Moreover, the results provide a foundation for further research in Veracruzdifferent 
regions of Mexico, and the rest of the Hispanic World.    
  
 


