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Much research on the acquisition of Turkish suggests that children acquire grammatical 
morphemes early with few errors, with all forms of nominal case-marking present by 23 months and 
multiple suffixes on nouns as early as 15 months (Ekmekçi 1979, Aksu-Koç and Slobin 1985, 
Küntay and Slobin 1999). Children generally produce multi-morphemic words before multi-word 
utterances. However, with few exceptions (see Verhoeven 1991), most research has focused on 
monolingual, urban children growing up in professional and educated families. Considering the 
importance of social environment and the form of input in the process of acquisition (Newport, 
Gleitman & Gleitman 1977, Küntay and Slobin 1995, 1996), children from ethnic minority or multi-
lingual families may show different acquisition patterns. 

This study examines the monolingual acquisition of Turkish nominal case forms by ethnic 
Kurdish children living in a large city in eastern Turkey, where multiple generations of Kurdish-
speaking migrants from regional villages have relocated to ethnic enclaves - children acquire 
Turkish from speakers who learned Turkish as a second language as adults. Data include 
spontaneous speech samples, responses to an experimental task from 12 children between 1;8 and 
4;6 and 18 caretakers, and ethnographic observations. Data reveal that caretakers use (1) incorrect 
nominal case forms 37% of the time, and (2) use case forms that phonologically vary from that of 
the standard regional Turkish variety 62% of the time. These patterns are reflected closely in the 
child data; results show the use nominal case emerges early, in samples from children as young as 
1;8, but patterns of incorrect use (53%) and phonological variation (75%) follow those of 
caretakers. Most participants show similar patterns, using the same “incorrect” forms and variation, 
suggesting that in this area, ethnic Kurds use a regularized variety of Turkish, which shows 
phonological and grammatical differences from the standard regional Turkish variety.  

 
 

 
 


