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The Atlas of North American English (ANAE) draws a dialect boundary between Eastern 
andWestern New England around the Vermont/New Hampshire border. However, Labov, Ash & 
Boberg note that there are no data points along the east-west boundary itself because ANAE 
focused on larger cities (2006:230). This leaves a significant gap in contemporary understanding 
of this transition zone between two major US dialect regions. After all, “borderlands” are key 
places to explore dialect change and sociolinguistic identity (Fought 2008, Johnstone 2004, 
Chambers & Trudgill 1998). Labov et al. state that “a more precise contemporary delineation of 
the borders between the subregions of New England awaits more detailed local studies.” Our 
study helps answer that call. Kurath (1939) proposes an east-west boundary along the Green 
Mountains of Vermont (Figure 1), using Linguistic Atlas of New England (LANE, 1930s). 
Carver (1987) concurs, using Dictionary of American Regional English (DARE, 1960s). Recent 
work on Eastern New England includes Nagy (2001), Nagy & Roberts (2004), Madan (2010). 
Along the VT/NH border (Connecticut River), Villard (2009) finds transitional /r/-lessness 
correlating with local identity. Boberg (2001) describes Western New England 
 

 
Our study focused on the east-west boundary region not investigated by ANAE. We 

recorded 40 senior citizens representing 30 small-town VT/NH locations around Kurath’s line 
(wordlist/ reading/free-speech). We statistically/quantitatively analyzed all major New England 
variables, including Praat acoustic vowel measurements, and mapped isoglosses. Summary: For 
the FATHER/BOTHER merger, /r/-fulness, and BATH [a], our results suggest that the boundary 
line has moved eastward from the Green Mountains toward the Connecticut River. Other 
variables showed no east-west contrasts but supplement ANAE with local detail: 
COT/CAUGHT were merged for most interviewees (77%); DANCE/TRAP were distinct for 
87% of interviewees, HORSE/HOARSE were distinct for 17%, and MARY/MERRY/MARRY 
distinct for 17%. START was fronted for 55%. 


