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 Among Argentines, the Cordobés is regarded for speaking with colorful and quick wit, 
which combined with a salient rhythm of intonation, or tonada, results in a highly recognizable 
marker of place and identity (Fontanella de Weinberg 1971:11).  
 With respect to its phonological properties, the tonada cordobesa has been associated 
with vowel lengthening (Fontanella de Weinberg 1971; Yorio 1973), occuring most frequently in 
pretonic position at the end of the intonational phrase.  
1) No la co:nózco. ‘I don’t know her.’  
 The present study seeks to accomplish the following: 1) to quantify the prosodic 
correlates of the ‘vowel lengthening’ responsible for the tonada cordobesa, 2) relate the 
presence/absence of this phenomenon to the social characteristics of the speaker and 3) to the 
speech style.  
 Naturalistic and elicited speech samples were collected from 40 participants which are 
lifetime residents of Córdoba Capital (city), aged 19-67, and monolingual speakers of Spanish. 
Data were collected in individual recorded interviews consisting of an orally administered 
questionnaire, a storytelling task, and a reading aloud of a play. This methodology insured a 
variety of intonational phrase types and several speaking styles. The interviews were recorded 
with a head-mounted microphone on a Marantz digital recorder and analyzed with Praat. 
Multisyllabic words in final position are measured for vowel duration, intensity, F0 in the 
pretonic and tonic syllable to determine relative duration and tone contrast.  
 Preliminary results suggest that the intonational phrase is centered around the lengthened 
vowel, as suggested by Fontanella de Weinberg’s study (1971), and that tonal contrasts occur for 
different speaking styles (Fig. 1 and 2). The results of the prosodic data will be related to the 
speakers’ social and demographic profile to consider the social dissemination of the tonada 
cordobesa within the capital city of Cordoba, and its presence across speech styles.  
 


