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The transmission of linguistic patterns across generations within the speech community 

may be distinguished from the diffusion of change across communities (Labov 2007). In 
transmission, linguistic patterns are faithfully reproduced, the result of child language learning, 
while in diffusion we observe a loss of the more abstract grammatical constraints on the pattern, 
the result of adult language learning. This paper explores the results of this distinction for the 
relations of the dialects of communal groups (Blanc 1964) to the dialect of the larger speech 
community. In speech communities with high levels of residential segregation, diffusion of the 
mainstream pattern to segregated (communal) groups is primarily through adult contact. As a 
result communal groups will often show an approximation to the detailed structure of the 
mainstream dialect rather than a faithful copy. One such case is the split short--‐a pattern of the 
African American community in Philadelphia (Henderson 1996). Preston 2008 finds that 
diffusion of the Northern Cities Shift across communal groups leads to a common phonetically 
motivated approximation. This paper reports a study of the diffusion of internal factors in the 
linguistic variation of 397 speakers of English in Philadelphia, Atlanta and Southern California, 
representing Euro--‐American, African American, and Latino/a ethnicity. Logistic regression of 
–t,d deletion locates a common body of five internal factors shared by Whites and African 
Americans: preceding segment, following segment, voicing agreement, stress and grammatical 
status. However, speakers of English who learned to read in Spanish first show only the major 
phonetic effects, and display no significant grammatical constraints. It is proposed that 
divergence across communal groups may be the result of the mechanics of language learning in 
segregated communities, rather than the direct reflection of attitudes and acts of identity.  


