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Negative concord, or ‘multiple negation’, illustrated in examples (1) and (2) from the 
Survey of English Dialects (SED) tape-recordings, is a widespread feature in vernacular varieties 
of English:  
(1) I ain't never had nothing to do with that. (Mr HG, Do5, Kingston, Dorset)  
(2)The women never had no time to gan [: go] in. Oh no. The women's work was never done, 
man, poor buggers.. (Mr. RM, Nb6, Earsdon, Northumberland)  

Negative concord in English has been extensively studied, especially in varieties of 
British English (see, e.g. Anderwald 2002, 2005, Smith 2001) and American English (Wolfram 
& Schilling-Estes 2006); an important historical dimension to the discussion is offered by 
Nevalainen (1998, 2006). It has generally been assumed that the distribution of negative concord 
is sensitive to social class variation but not regional variation. However, Anderwald (2002, 2005) 
has recently argued that the use of negative concord is significantly less frequent in the north of 
England than in the south. Anderwald (2005) argues that the language contact with Old Norse 
might explain this dialectal distribution.  

This paper offers a (short-term) diachronic dimension to the question of regional 
variation in the use of negative concord in vernacular varieties of English. The data for the study 
come from the Survey of English Dialects (SED) tape-recordings, made in the 1950s with dialect 
speakers born between the late 19th century and the early years of the 20th century.   

The results of the study indicate that there is indeed a clear geographical distribution in 
the occurrence of negative concord in traditional dialects of English English: the construction is 
significantly more common in the south of England, though the differences in frequencies are not 
quite as dramatic as those reported in Anderwald (2005). A discussion of possible explanations 
for this regional distribution concludes the paper.  
  


