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 Among the many voseante dialects of Spanish, we find variation in the forms used by 
speakers for the negative imperative. In Argentine Spanish, specifically, speakers alternate 
between the tuteo negative imperative (TNI) and the voseo negative imperative (VNI).  
 It has been shown that these forms differ pragmatically, the VNI being marked for 
urgency (Johnson & Grinstead, in progress) or “imperiousness” (Fontanella de Weinberg, 1979). 
Fontanella de Weinberg also notes that men use the VNI more than do women, which is 
supported by the analysis of the historical development of the voseo form in Moyna & Ceballos 
(2008), which adds observations to the effect that the use of the VNI is rooted in rural Argentina 
and that it is predominantly used by the young.  
 Our study investigates the degree to which the variables of gender, age and geography 
play a role in the social conditioning of VNI usage. Data was collected for the purpose of 
studying the pragmatic difference between the two forms via an online survey administered to 
159 native speakers of Argentine Spanish (114 females, and 45 males). They were each provided 
with 10 contexts depicting 10 urgent situations, and 10 contrasting non-urgent contexts, 
counterbalanced for order, yielding 1590 total tokens of each type of context. The subjects then 
chose the most appropriate negative imperative response.  
 Our conclusions for TNI-VNI usage support the observations of Fontanella de Weinberg 
and Moyna & Ceballos. Male respondents were more likely than female respondents to use the 
VNI (X2 = 7.92, p=.019) in urgent contexts. Similarly, younger respondents showed the same 
preference (p=.002) as did respondents from outside of Buenos Aires (p<.001). Gender and 
geography interact in that female respondents in Buenos Aires are as likely as males to use the 
VNI (p=.108), but are not outside of Buenos Aires (p=.046).  
 


