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Nasal merger in coda positions (/-m/ -> [-n]) is described as a feature of Rongskad 
(farmer's speech) in Amdo Tibetan (Janhunen & Norbu, 2000; Yangmotsho, 2008). However, 
no studies have examined the variable realization of this bilabial nasal consonant in any 
Rongskad speaking communities. This paper, as part of a larger study examining social 
meaning and linguistic variation in Amdo Tibet, investigates its variable production in the 
speech of 38 adult Rongskad speakers (20 to 73 years old) from one village. In particular, the 
study examines the production patterns of this phonological variable, which can be merged with 
the alveolar nasal stop [-n], non-merged [-m], or deleted [-0]. The paper is based on 2,442 
tokens in a sociolinguistically rich corpus of Amdo Tibetan collected in 2010. Tokens were 
coded for linguistic (morphological structure and following environment) and non-linguistic 
factors (age, gender, and education).  

A linear regression in Rbrul (Johnson, 2008) finds that age is a strong predictor (the 
older the speaker, the more likely the speaker is to retain the bilabial feature). It also shows that 
educated speakers (e.g. those who have gone to school) favor the non-merged variant (0.881). 
Crucially, effect of age is more extreme among those who are uneducated than their 
counterparts. Furthermore, men are likely to use this variant (0.651) more than female speakers 
(0.349). Thus, the non-merged variant is not only a feature of more educated speakers and men 
in general but also a norm for older speakers, especially among the less educated speakers. To 
understand these patterns, the paper draws on the significance of the locally-based social 
meanings attached to these various variants. The findings imply that the case of nasal merger in 
Rongskad (farmer's speech) is far more nuanced than previously considered.  
 


