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The current paper discusses a class of parenthetical elements derived from raising verb 

constructions of the type it + {seem, turn-out, appear, happen} + (that), illustrated in examples 
(1) and (2) (see also Dehé and Kavalova 2007, Brinton 2009). Recent patterns in the 
grammaticalization of these elements suggest that raising parenthetical constructions have 
developed a number of functions similar to the types of epistemic expressions (e.g., I think) 
described by Thompson and Mulac (1991). We compare the distribution of these structures to the 
analysis offered by Torres Cacoullos and Walker (2009) who argue that verbs with clausal 
complements retain vestiges of erstwhile structural conditioning (e.g., overt complementizer) 
despite the general reduction of such features in high-frequency collates such as I think and You 
know. Our analysis reveals that the factors that characterize complementizer usage in the general 
constructional paradigm (i.e. verbs with clausal complements) are not parallel to those observed 
with the class of raising parentheticals.  
(1) It seems that there is no other way for me to get your attention (Davies, 1970s)  
 
(2)In four of the six movies he had roles in last year, Jude Law played the kind of man who 
cheats. Turns out they weren't much of a stretch. (Davies, 2005s)  

Multivariate statistical analysis of corpus data (Davies 2007) reveals that despite what 
Torres and Walker demonstrate as latent structural features evident in the patterns of 
complementizer usage, these raising expressions do not show analogous patterns of continued 
structural conditioning, as suggested primarily by the factors governing the distribution of 
expletive it. We contend that the distinction between this subclass of structures and those 
described more generally by Thompson and Mulac (1991) and Torres Cacoullos and Walker 
(2009) is related to the specific linguistic mechanism that is used in expressing the speaker’s 
perspective in such constructions. This analysis provides further explanation of the role of 
pragmatic conditions in the process of structural and semantic change.  
 


