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The grammaticalization of perfects along the path from resultative to perfective has been 

well researched (Harris, 1982; Bybee et al., 1994; Squartini and Bertinetto, 1995, 2000; 
Schwenter, 1994; Schwenter and Torres Cacoullos, 2008).  While the linguistic contexts that 
favor the Peninsular Spanish PP over the Preterit in perfective contexts have been documented 
diachronically (Copple, forthcoming), little is known about the social conditioning of these 
variants.  The results presented here are from a larger study in which both linguistic and 
sociolinguistic factors were considered. A total of 2140 tokens of the PP and Preterit were 
extracted from a corpus of 15th and 19th century dramatic texts.   

Results concerning the sociolinguistic factors—author, character gender, and character 
social class—are reviewed.  The latter two factors were included in order to determine if the 
authors might associate use of the PP with a certain social group.  Variable rule analyses were 
conducted for these factors independently of the linguistic factors.  In the 15th century, character 
gender was found to be a significant factor.  Although a weak effect, female characters employed 
the PP at higher rates than male characters in the most innovative temporal reference contexts.  
In the 19th century data, author and character social class were selected.  Closer examination 
reveals that the author effect may be due to language contact and geographical region.  In the 
case of character social class, the PP was favored for middle and upper class characters and 
disfavored for lower status characters, suggesting that the PP was perceived as a prestige variant 
by the authors.   

A significant challenge in conducting diachronic sociolinguistic research is the lack of 
information about speakers and adequate representation of different groups of speakers. The 
operationalization of character attributes to measure authors’ perceptions of speech patterns can 
provide insight into diachronic language use and further research should be conducted in this 
area. 
 
 


