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 Previous accounts of verbal –s in Vernacular Newfoundland English have documented 
its association with habitual aspect (Clarke 1997, 1999, 2010; Van Herk, Childs & Thorburn 
2009) and verbal stativity (Van Herk et al. 2009).  The examples in (1) and (2) come from Petty 
Harbour/Maddox Cove, a small community near St. John’s, the provincial capital (Van Herk et 
al. 2009).  
(1) I loves me cup of tea. (PH 9) 
(2) I still love molasses. (PH &) 
 I adopt a combined Minimalist and variationist approach to account for this variation in 
a corpus consisting of 28 interviews, stratified by age and sex.  The main linguistic factors 
considered include sentential aspect, involving a general measure of sentential aspect based on 
Poplack & Tagliamonte (1989) and as expressed by adverbial specification as in Van Herk et al. 
(2009).  I also consider lexical aspect, adopting Walker’s (2001, based on Olsen 1997) 
approach, which classifies verbs according to privative features.  
 Quantitative results confirm a change in progress:  there is a decrease in verbal –s and a 
change in constraint behaviour across apparent time.  Older consultants’ use of verbal –s is 
influenced by both habituality and stativity while for the middle-aged cohort only stativity 
remains significant.  Younger consultants show even more restricted use in that particular 
adverbials (e.g., whenever, every time, etc.) favour verbal –s. Formally, since both habituals 
and statives are imperfective (Comrie 1976; Smith 1991), we can interpret verbal –s as an 
imperfective marker in this variety.  The linguistic change can be accounted for under 
Minimalism (Chomsky 1995, 2001) by positing a change in the featural specification of the 
Aspect head from one which is intrinsically specified for [IMPERFECTIVE] to one which must 
be bound by an operator, in this case, quantificational adverbials (Chierchia 1995). Thus the 
paper contributes to the emerging field of sociosyntax.  
 
 


