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   Although the study of the use of AAE by Latinos in the United States has been solidly 
represented in the history of sociolinguistics, the bulk of this work has focused on settings with 
both longstanding Latino communities. In contrast, this study, a long--‐ term ethnography of 
“Bedlington Middle,” considers language contact taking place in central North Carolina, a region 
with an incipient yet growing Latino population. Employing methods similar to those in other 
sociolinguistic ethnographies, this study is based in participant observation taking place over the 
’08--‐09 school year. Sociolinguistic interviews were collected with 47 AA and Latino speakers 
who contributed to a complex social landscape constituted by factors such as popularity, grade, 
gender, gang--‐affiliation and, ethnicity. In order to demonstrate the complexities of contact 
between African Americans and Latinos at “Bedlington,” sociolinguistic analysis was performed 
for seven AAE features: 4 syntactic / morphosyntactic variables (past tense copula leveling, 3rd--
‐person inflectional –s absence, copula deletion, invariant BE) and 3 phonological ones (syllable 
coda CCR, fricative stopping, velar nasal fronting). Results show that in analyzing each ethnic 
group homogenously, African Americans use all variables with greater frequency than Latinos. 
This, however, obscures the complex patterning of AAE taking place among the variegated, yet 
imbricated, social formations dwelling within Bedlington culture. Statistical analyses using SPSS 
were conducted in order to understand the ways in which variation in AAE among Latinos 
operates in the context of the social formations identified through ethnography. For example, for 
analysis of copula absence (N= 697), significant two--‐way interaction effects were found 
between ethnicity and a) sex, and b) couplar form, with African Americans and Latinos 
demonstrating opposite patterns (AA females and Latino males deleting most; African 
Americans favoring deletion of are and Latinos favoring is). These analyses are complemented 
by conversational data that give insight into both the social groups who make use of AAE 
features and the social meaning associated with patterns of variation. 


