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Cajun English (CE) is a Cajun French-influenced variety of English spoken in 
Louisiana. Dubois and Horvath (2000: 291) write, “[t]he set of linguistic variables that 
mark Cajun English originated in the accented English of the older generation; these 
variables have become...sociolinguistic markers of Cajun identity.” This paper examines 
the exaggeration of CE features in the telling of Boudreaux and Thibodeaux jokes, a 
genre of jokes told in South Louisiana about the eponymous Cajun characters that are 
generally portrayed as ignorant and backwards. 
 The data for this paper come from sociolinguistic interviews and Boudreaux and 
Thibodeaux joke telling sessions in Lafourche Parish, Louisiana. Use of CE phonetic 
features such as theta and eth-stopping (Dubois & Horvath 1998), non-aspiration of 
unvoiced stops (Dubois & Horvath 2000, 2002), and “short, tense” vowel quality (Walton 
1994) were compared in speakers’ conversational speech versus their speech while joke-
telling to ascertain whether the features were exaggerated in the jokes.  
 In her paper on performance of Ocracoke English, Schilling-Estes (1998: 64) 
writes, “the greater perceptual awareness speakers have of a given language feature…the 
greater the extent to which the feature will figure in their [performance].” Furthermore, 
repeated performances of a dialect may lead to increased stylization, or reduction of 
performance to a limited set of linguistic features that most efficiently indexes the target 
stereotype (Johnstone 1999; Macaulay 1987). Thus we would expect the CE features 
exaggerated in joke-telling to indicate which features the joke-teller considers most 
salient and stereotypical of CE. 

Results indicate that speakers from the North of the Parish exaggerate different 
features than those from the South, suggesting that linguistic stereotypes about CE differ 
etween these regions. This work adds to past work on CE and provides evidence for the 
sefulness of studying dialect performance to determine local linguistic stereotypes. 
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