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It is generally assumed that among Caribbean Spanish varieties, Dominican Spanish is 
the most advanced in the deletion of syllable final /s/. Illiterate and semi‐literate Dominicans, in 
particular, are often characterized as “lost‐s” speakers (Terrell 1986) whose lexical forms no 
longer contain any trace of coda /s/. As a consequence, they are said to randomly insert an [s] 
into any syllable coda as a form of hypercorrection, e.g. bonito ‘pretty’ > bonisto (Nunez‐Cedeño 
1988, 1989, 1994; Harris 2002; Bradley 2006, Vaux 2001, 2002). Dialectologists have contested 
these claims, arguing that rates of /s/ deletion, even among semi‐literate speakers decline in 
careful speech forms while rates of hypercorrection rise but remain vanishingly low and, further, 
that /s/ retention is gendered, i.e., perceived to be effeminate (Lopez‐Morales 1990; Alba 1990, 
2004; Terrell 1982). More recently, Bullock and Toribio (2009, forthcoming) have empirically 
demonstrated that [s] insertion is not random but constrained by internal linguistic factors, 
particularly the following segment (see also Morgan 1998).  

For this presentation, we undertake a full‐scale multivariate analysis of the deletion 
versus maintenance of lexical /s/ (as [s] or [h]) and the hypercorrect insertion of a nonlexical [s]. 
We analyze 10,000 tokens produced by 20 adults and 90 children in the rural Cibao, a known 
“lost‐s” zone. Tokens were coded for the external variables of gender, level of education, age, 
and style. Internal variables include: syllable stress, previous vowel, following segmental 
context, lexical status of realized [s], word class, and syllable position. Preliminary results 
indicate a strong effect of gender for both [s] retention and [s] insertion, the latter also correlating 
with style and with level of education. These findings demonstrate that Dominicans are not 
“lost‐s” speakers. Instead, the production of lexical and non‐lexical [s] is learned behavior, 
conditioned by gender and level of education.  


