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 Most sociolinguistic research has not been cognisant of the recent advances made in 
human geography (Britain in press). Indeed, most current dialectological research tends not to 
be informed by rigorous geographical sampling methods or relies on geographical methods 
from the 1980s and early 1990s (e.g. the functional regions algorithm used to great effect by 
Cheshire et al. 1993).  
 The project we report on forms part of a series of pilots which will eventually lead to a 
web-based Syntactic and Phonological Atlas of the British Isles, which would map dialectal 
diversity across distinctive regions of the British Isles. Our project   
(i) locates the most effective up-to-date geographical methods for assessing sampling criteria 
for the collection of linguistic data,   
(ii) collects speech data alongside intuition data eliciting perceptions of dialectal difference at 
various locations in the North East, and thereby   
(iii) broadens knowledge about the interfaces between human geography and dialectology.   
 Using GIS (geographical information systems) we evaluate the concept of functional 
regions in order to develop a refined and updated version to be used in sociolinguistic research. 
These regions are defined as areas with some geographical coherence, usually measured via 
parameters such as an areas’ socio-economic profile, commuting by working age population 
and in/out-migration.    
The linguistic features under investigation are:  
(i)  So-called typical ‘Northern’ features, such as the Northern Subject Rule, as in   
I says, “hey just a second”.  
(ii)  Features that have been shown to be crucial in sociolinguistic research, such as  
-Non-standard negation: I divven’t bother much with Sunderland.  
-Pronominalisation: Well it says, “do yous play any sport yourself?”  
“An understanding of spatiality (…) plays a crucial role in understanding how dialectological 
processes end up producing the rich and ever-evolving tapestry of language variation in 
society” (Britain in press).  
 


