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Labov’s et al. (1967) narrative model structures have been used in narrative analysis for 

decades.  We have now applied them to narratives found in the “Roswell Voices” (2006) project. 
We took Labov’s structures (abstract, orientation, temporal juncture, complicating action, 
evaluation, resolution and coda) and created a new quantitative way to measure their distribution 
through computer-based methods. The model described by Labov asserted linear sequential order 
of narrative structures, but our results suggest that there is substantial variation in this 
distribution. We randomly chose 5 narratives (which is 10% of the average number of all 900 
narratives) from all seventeen two-hour interviews of the “Roswell Voices” project. Narratives 
were defined as uninterrupted speech by the informant containing at least one temporal juncture. 
We developed a template using open source word processing software to mark each structure of 
the narratives, whether stand alone or overlapping. Then a spreadsheet was created where the 
number of words was normalized to percentages, so all the stories could be added together. Each 
of the structures was put in a separate column and results in each cell across all narratives were 
summed. Lastly, a 3-D surface graph was created to visually represent the distribution of each 
narrative structure in regard to the location in the story. Preliminary results (in the graph below) 
suggest that, although the highest concentration (peaks) for each structure appears to follow the 
sequenced order, there is substantial variation in their distribution. Therefore, our quantitative 
method allows us to show the nature of spoken narrative structures as variable but patterned at 
the same time. Moreover, this new way to analyze narratives provides tools for future research of 
in-depth analysis of the speech used as the most common representations of a given narrative 
structure.     
      
 
 


