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The alternation between the first-person plural pronouns nós (P4) and the innovative form 
a gente (P3) is a widespread phenomenon in Brazilian Portuguese.  Previous research has 
considered a wide array of both linguistic and social variables but has not fully addressed the 
variation in Rio de Janeiro, the city noted to be the most innovative in this phenomenon. The 
object of this study is to examine the conditioning of nós vs. a gente in Rio de Janeiro speech, 
using the PEUL corpus of sociolinguistic interviews. A total of 1000 tokens were collected and 
analyzed with GoldvarbX, with an overall rate of 34.9% P4 and 65.1% P3.   

 Results from this study show that social factors play a minor role in the variation 
between nós and a gente; the variation is more strongly affected by linguistic constraints.  Travis 
& Silveira (2009) found that the previous subject was fundamental for the selection of the 
pronoun. This study, however, found subject expression and verb tense to be more significant 
than previous subject. This result suggests that processing is no longer influential in the selection 
of P3/P4 in this dialect. Naro, Görski & Fernandes  (1999) hypothesized that P4 is becoming a 
preterite marker. My study supports this hypothesis with a strong preference for P4 with the 
preterite (.84) and adds a more nuanced view of the phenomenon by considering subject 
expression with tense.  The absence of a processing effect suggests that the restructuring of the 
firstperson plural system is very advanced in this dialect. This has strong implications for the 
direction of the grammar of Brazilian Portuguese. While there is a simplification of the verbal 
paradigm and a shift to third-person forms, P4 still has a place in the grammar, especially as an 
unexpressed subject preterite form.   
 


