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 The deletion of (t/d) in word-final consonant clusters (TD) is known to occur in dialects 
of English spoken world-wide (Guy 1980). Hoffman & Walker’s (2010) recent examination of 
(TD) in their investigation of ethnolects in Toronto English found that, while first generation 
Chinese- and Italian-Canadian speakers showed evidence of language transfer, second 
generation speakers of both ethnic groups showed the same conditioning of variants as speakers 
of British descent, suggesting these speakers to be members of the same speech community. 
Hoffman & Walker propose that speakers may employ variations in overall rate of deletion to 
construct and express ethnic identity.   
 This paper presents a study of (TD) in the English spoken by another ethnic group in 
Toronto, second generation Black Canadians. Our preliminary results show that speakers from 
this group do not share certain constraint rankings with the ethnolects studied by Hoffman & 
Walker. In particular, preceding phonological context, the most significant linguistic constraint 
on (TD) for all ethnolects in Toronto, shows a different direction of effect in the speech of the 
Black community.  
 Our data shows preceding sibilants favour deletion, while all other environments 
disfavour it; whereas Hoffman & Walker found, across ethnic groups, preceding nasals most 
favoured deletion, followed by sibilants. Interestingly, sibilants were also found to most favour 
(t/d)-deletion in Patrick (1999)’s study of Jamaican Creole, one of the substrate languages of 
Toronto’s Black immigrant population. We suggest the existence of (TD) in varieties of a 
substrate language as a possible explanation for the persistence of language transfer into the 
second generation of speakers in Toronto.  
 This data provides evidence for a stronger interpretation of ethnolects than Hoffman and 
Walker (2010) argue for, since Black English speakers differ from the larger Toronto English 
speech community in a way that can be linked to substrate transfer.  
 
 


