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 This study focuses on the FACE vowel upgliding of two Korean American brother 
(Jay) and sister (Grace) living in a community bordering Manhattan, NYC. This study 
examines a NYC’s linguistic feature, which is known to be surprisingly not influential to 
surrounding areas (Labov et al.2006), FACE upgliding of two speakers.  
 Sociolinguistic interviews were conducted for two Korean Americans. For each 
speaker, 15 tokens of FACE vowel were measured 20% and 80% into the vowel and 15 
tokens of the mid point of FLEECE, KIT, DRESS, LOT and GOOSE vowels were also 
measured. They were converted into bark and normalized using Watt and Fabricius 
(2002). Mean values of F1 and F2 between KIT and FACE nucleus were measured to 
examine how much the nucleus of FACE was raised. The Euclidean distance between the 
nucleus and the offglide of FACE was also measured to examine the degree of upgliding. 
 An ANOVA analysis indicated a raise of FACE nucleus up to KIT for both 
speakers (p=.139-Jay and p=.874-Grace), but the Euclidean distance (0.06-Jay vs 0.09-
Grace) in FACE upgliding and the F1 differences in the upgliding (0.05-Jay vs. 0.09-
Grace) show that there is a difference in degree of upgliding. This pattern can be 
supported by the idea that women are usually more innovative, often leading language 
changes. However to account for the difference more precisely, I argue that each 
speaker’s orientation towards NYC and their own community plays a major role in the 
difference between two speakers while the degree of physical contact with NYC shows 
little influence. 
 This sociophonetic analysis of NYC FACE upgliding reveals that the speaker’s 
attitude and orientation can influence one’s linguistic pattern. Further, this study is 
innovative in its focus on a linguistic feature between two people who are alike and also 
different at the same time, and its examination of how the linguistic feature is 
constructing the speaker identity. 


