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The system of speech and thought introduction is “a good place to catch language change in 
action” Tagliamonte and D’Arcy (2004:493). Indeed, innovations – namely like and go as in (1) 
and (2) have been reported in a range of localities worldwide.  

(1) She was like “eeh! It’s a rodent!”  
(2) She goes “I might not wear them”  

Surprisingly, empirical research into the variable tends to be on the basis of apparent time 
data (Buchstaller 2004, Tagliamonte and D’Arcy 2007, Tagliamonte and Hudson 1999), or 
across a relatively short time frame (Baker et al 2006: 10 years, Barbieri 2009: 10 years, 
Buchstaller 2006: 13 years, Singler 2001: 4 years) – mainly due to the lack of comparable data-
sets. The speed and vigour with which these innovations impact upon the system warrant 
building up a historical picture that relies on longitudinal diachronic evidence from prior to the 
incursion of these newcomers up to today. To date, the only study that quantitatively tracks 
quotations across a longitudinal time frame is D’Arcy (2009), who draws on speakers born 1860-
1987 in the ONZE corpus.  

This paper charts the development of the system of quotation in a newly created corpus 
that spans 5 decades of recordings in a variety of English spoken on Tyneside (North-East 
England). Quantitative variationist analysis allows me to pinpoint the loci of the change in the 
system. The questions I am going to answer are:  
-how was the quotative system constituted prior to the incursion of these innovations?  
-what are the adaptive strategies for incorporating newcomers into the system?  
-What are the strategies with which speakers create variability in a low entropy system?  

Extending the window of analysis into the past allows me to track long-term changes 
amongst competing forms between the mid-20th to the beginning of the 21st century.  
 


