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The growth of Spanish-speaking Latino groups in the United States has contributed to 

contact of regional dialects of Spanish. There has been some research on dialect contact in urban 
areas, i.e. Otheguy, Zentella & Livert’s (2007) study in New York City and Potowski & Matts’ 
(2008) study of MexiRicans in Chicago. However, as the Spanish-speaking population continues 
to move beyond traditional areas of settlement and become increasingly more heterogeneous, 
dialect contact in nontraditional areas of residence should be examined as well. In nontraditional 
settings, Spanish-speaking Latinos are often integrated into heterogeneous networks composed 
of Latinos from regions other than their own. The research reported on in this paper probed the 
influence of contact between Cubans and Mexicans in a small Midwestern city.  

A group of 24 Cubans, who had varying degrees of contact with Mexicans, was 
compared to a group of 50 Cubans not in contact with other varieties (24 recorded in the 1960s 
and 26 in the 1990s). Two changes in progress were examined: the extension of the copula estar 
preceding predicate adjectives (Silva Corvalán, 1994), expected to be more advanced for 
Mexicans, and absence of accusative object marking (Alfaraz, Forthcoming 2011; Lunn, 2002), 
not documented in Mexican Spanish. A Goldvarb analysis showed that for the oldest speakers, 
absence of object marking was similar to their noncontact age cohorts (.43 1960s and .47 1990s). 
The younger groups, however, diverged from the noncontact group, which favored absence (.83), 
showing a tendency to retain the marker (.34). The results for the copula revealed similar 
tendencies in all but the youngest age group, which favored estar (.77). Although degree of 
contact with Mexicans was not significant for either variable, these results suggest that contact 
has some influence on younger speakers. 
 
 


