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Research identifying syntactic variation based on sexual orientation is limited to one 

known inconclusive publication. Lumby (1976) analyzed gay and straight men’s descriptions of 
provocative images and found no significant differences. However, significant syntactic variation 
has been shown to exist between males and females. In a recent study, Argamon et al. (2007) 
analyzed hundreds of writing samples from the British National Corpus in both fiction and 
nonfiction genres and find that females use significantly more personal pronouns than males. 
These findings are consistent with the claim that males talk more about objects, while females 
talk more about relationships and that males exhibit greater usage of features identified as 
“informational” while females exhibit more features identified as “involved” (Aries & Johnson 
1983, Tannen 1990). This study pursues this line of work with an examination of syntactic 
variation, gender, and sexuality. My preliminary research examined the pronouns produced in 
the storytelling narratives of gay men (n=2), straight men (n=2), lesbian women (n=2), and 
straight women (n=2). The informants told three stories with an average of 1,467 words in total. 
The data were submitted to results are presented in Table 1 projected to average tokens per 
10,000 words.  Male-female differences in storytelling reflected the data presented in Argamon, 
et al. (2007) for fictional writing. Considering sexual orientation for 1p, 1ps, 3p, and 3ps: Gay 
men approximated straight women and gay women approximated straight men. 3pp: The data 
aligned by gender. 1pp: Gay and straight women were higher relative to their gender counterpart. 
3pm: Gay men were relatively higher than all other groups. 3pf: Straight women were relatively 
highest with gay men considerably higher than straight men and gay women. The results show 
sexuality does play an important role when considering gender differences in personal pronoun 
use for all categories except 3pp. 


