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The College of Liberal and Fine Arts is adding dance to the curriculum. This decision follows a feasibility study that was 
conducted by a faculty member from the University of Minnesota on the viability of a dance program at UTSA. Two courses 
were initiated in fall of 2009: Modern (Graham style) and Music Theatre (Fosse style). In the coming year, the plan is to 
expand the course offerings to include Ballet I & II, World Dance and Folkloric Dance.  
 
An advisory committee of community members and faculty has been formed to look at the progress of the curriculum and to 
identify instructors who can lead the program forward from courses, to a dance minor and eventually to a dance major.  
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Roadrunner debaters, Chris Thomas and 
Andy Montee, turned in stellar 
performances in two, back-to-back 
tournaments in Las Vegas. First, they 
competed in the prestigious Las Vegas 
Round Robin Tournament in a field of 
seven other top-level national teams and 
winning six of their seven debates. Chris 
and Andy placed second. 

 

A day later, two more debate teams from UTSA arrived to 
participate in the UNLV Invitational Tournament in a field of eighty-
eight teams from all across the country. Thomas and Montee won 
that tournament, defeating teams from UNLV, Univ. of Southern 
California, University of Wyoming and, in finals, Redlands 
University. Chris Thomas won third speaker and Andy Montee won 
first speaker out of one hundred seventy-six speakers. 

Also competing from UTSA were Michael Tahmoressi and Derek 
Liles. Another UTSA team, Tyler Colwell and Austin Montee, 
advanced to the first elimination round where they lost to  
Cal State—Fullerton. 
 

It is expected that in the next Coaches Poll, Montee and Thomas will 
rise even higher among the top twenty-five teams in the country. 
 

UTSA‟s debate outing in October took them to Harvard University in 
Cambridge. 
 

UTSA is now ranked third in the nation behind Northwestern 
University and University of California--Berkeley in both the CEDA 
and NDT rankings. That puts the team above all the schools in our 
district and region, and ahead of such national powerhouses as 
Harvard, Emory, Michigan State, Dartmouth and over one hundred 
other ranked programs.  

On September 25-27, Dr. Nancy Membrez, Associate Professor in the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures (MLL), and the 
Department of MLL Film Committee organized and hosted "The Child in World Cinema" at the UTSA Downtown Campus. About 45 scholars 
from as far away as Italy and Belgium, read scholarly papers, showed illustrative clips, attended screenings, and participated in a digital 
filmmaking workshop. Dr. Rafael Salaberry (UT-Austin) kicked off the conference by showing his documentary "The Choosers" about bilingual 
education in Houston. Keynote speaker Dr. Marvin D'Lugo (Clark University, Worcester, MA) spoke on "The Political Economy of Innocence: 
Children in World Cinema" drawing his examples from the Mexican Film "Los Olvidados," the Italian Film "Bellissima," and the Japanese Film 
"24 Eyes." If you missed his exciting address, you may see it on DVD in the MLL Lab in the HSS building. 

Molly Hoff, English B.A. 1983 has published a book titled Virginia Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway: Invisible Presences (Clemson University Digital 
Press, 2009). This companion book to Mrs. Dalloway provides a wealth of material to enrich lesson plans and syllabi for those who “profess 
literature” and for the serious scholar of literature. It serves as a reference for the many obscure literary allusions upon which the novel is 
founded. 
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3rd - Lecture: “A Short Guide to German Expressionism,” Dr. Julie Johnson, 11-12:00 

 

1-25th - Broken Brushes: From Kaiser to Hitler. Works on Paper from the Kopriva 

Collection. UTSA campus, Main Art Gallery 
  
4th - Poetry Reading by Chana Bloch,  JPL Assembly Room 
  

5-22nd - MFA Thesis Shows: Casey Arguelles, Tommy Gregory, & Mira Hudson. 

Sponsored by: Dept. of Art & Art History –Satellite Space, Reception:  Nov. 5, 6-9  
 
16-18th - Performance by Pennylyn White: “Katherine Anne Porter: A Driving Desire” 
  

22nd - UTSA Orchestra and Choirs: Bernstein’s Mass. 3pm  $10/$5 with student/military 
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Dr. Michael Miller , Associate Professor in Sociology and  Ryan Carter, an 
undergraduate sociology major had a screening of a documentary at the 
Association for Applied and Clinical Sociology meeting on October 9th. The 
documentary is about the social role of a bar in rural South Texas. The film 
focuses on the social functions this bar plays in the lives of the people who 
frequent the establishment. The project was designed to study applications of 
visual sociology as an effective educational tool. 
 
Dr. Gabriel Acevedo, Assistant Professor in Sociology. 

Acevedo, Gabriel. A. (2009) “American Hispanics and Their „Innovative‟ 

Perceptions of Family Dynamics”. Journal of Comparative Family Studies 40
(3): 387-414 

Dr. Acevedo is also the principle investigator for a Summer Research Grant 

for a project entitled “Does Religion Really Matter? Comparing the Mental 
Health Effects of Religious Involvement and Secular Civic Engagement.” for 
the Hogg Foundation for Mental Health.  Amount: approximately $13,000 

 
Dr. Johnnie Spraggins, Lecturer in Sociology 

Book chapter—2009, Doing Sociology: Case Studies in Sociological 

Practice. Jammie Price, Roger A. Straus, and Jeffrey R. Breese 
(eds.).  Communal Living: Intentionally Resisting Global White Supremacist 
Capitalism. Jammie Price, Roger A. Straus, and Johnnie Spraggins. 
Lexington Books: Lanham, Maryland 

Dr. Spraggins also hosted the Fourth Annual Meeting of the Association for 

Applied and Clinical Sociology at the Downtown Campus on October 9th  
 
John Bartkowski, Professor of Sociology, was elected President of the 
Religious Research Association (RRA).  RRA is an international association of 
over 600 religion scholars and others interested in the state of American 
religion and faith traditions worldwide. 

Book project—Bartkowski, John P., Susan E. Grettenberger, and Steven 

Rathgeb Smith. Forthcoming. Faith and Lucre: How Religion and Public 
Funding Influence Welfare Service Provision. Oxford University Press.  

Dr. Malgorzata Oleszkiewicz-Peralba, Associate 
Professor in the Department of Modern Languages and 
Literatures, recently returned from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
where she conducted fieldwork on the syncretic religion 
Umbanda and the worship of Santa Sara Kali of the 
Romanies for her book, Sara-La-Kali: Constructions of 
the Divine Dark Feminine in Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas. While in Brazil, she also presented the 
paper Corridos y pseudo-santos: rituales de la 
narcocultura at the Latin American Studies Association 
XXVIII International Congress.  
 
Oleszkiewicz-Peralba also conducted research in Mexico 
City on the Virgin of Guadalupe and the Santa Muerte 
figures. 
 
Dr. Rebekah Smith, Department of Psychology, recently 
received additional funding from the National Institute 
on Aging (NIA) for her research on prospective memory. 

Mel Laracey, Associate Professor of Political Science, 
presented two papers ("Jeffersonian Democracy and 
Newspaper Constitutionalism." AND "Dear America: Public 
Letters as an Early Form of Presidential Mass 
Communication.") in Toronto at the September 2009 
Annual Meeting of the American Political Science 
Association, the premier national conference for political 
scientists. Both papers presented findings from Laracey's 
continuing study of political communication in the early 
American republic. 

Dr. Rebekah Smith, Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Psychology, gave an invited talk at Purdue University 
entitled “Prospective Memory: Investigating the Effects of 
Age, Implementation Intentions, and Traumatic Brain 
Injury.” The talk was part of the Winer Lectures, an 
endowed conference that this year focused on multinomial 
process tree models. 

Gilberta H. Turner, Lecturer I in the Department of Modern 
Languages and Literatures, performed "La jota de 
Abades," a Spanish folk dance from the province of 
Segovia, Spain, at Texas Lutheran University on October 
1st  in conjunction with her cultural presentation on the 
"Feminine Typical Segovian Costume."  

 

A COLFA Ph.D. candidate has been awarded a UTSA 
Presidential Dissertation Fellowship.  Elizabeth 
MacCrossan is writing her dissertation about the 
Troubles in Northern Ireland, examining literary and 
artistic expressions of the rift that still exists there, and 
using rhetorical and linguistic methods of analysis, as 
well as theoretical insights from analysts of the U.S.- 
Mexican borderlands, to shed new light on the situation. 


